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Ukraine sends antichemical battalion to Kuwait 
U.S. welcomes Kyiv’s behind-the- CT 0 С б ос кр е С! 


scenes contributions to Iraqi war effort 


By Askold a сне - 
Krushelnycky Sark a бі - 
(RFE/RL)—Ukraine 
has begun dispatching to 
Kuwait the first of 530 
men and their equip- 
ment from a specialized 
battalion trained to 
counter the effects of 
nuclear, biological, and 
chemical attacks. 

The first of 80 
planeloads of service- 
men from Ukraine’s 
19th Radiation, Chemi- 
cal, and Biological Pro- 
tection Battalion de- 
parted March 25 from the western Ukrainian city of Lviv. The deploy- 
ment will take up to three weeks. 

The battalion will not take part in the U.S.-led coalition’s war against 
Iraq but will be based in Kuwait, at U.S. request, to help the civilian popu- 
lation in case of an Iraqi chemical or biological attack. 

Also on March 25, Yurko Pavlenko — a member of the Ukrainian par- 
liament and leader of the Youth Party, part of the largest democratic par- 
liamentary faction, Our Ukraine — unveiled an initiative to offer the ser- 
ae of Ukrainian hospitals and sanatoriums to anyone injured in the con- 

ict. 

Pavlenko said Kuchma “enthusiastically” supports the plan. He said 
Ukraine is in contact with the United Nations and nongovernmental aid 
agencies, as well as the Iraqi, U.S. and British embassies, to discuss the 
plan. “Today, we have received support for the initiative from the presi- 
dent of Ukraine. We have received support from the head of the Our Ukraine 
bloc, Viktor Yushchenko. We have already received a response from the 
Iraqi ambassador and will hear his views shortly on this matter, and the 
same applies to the embassies of the U.S.A. and Britain,” Pavlenko said. 

Pavlenko said that although Ukraine expects most of the beneficiaries 
to be Iraqi civilians, he hopes coalition forces will also send soldiers to 

Ukraine for treatment or recuperation. “We are convinced that we can, 


Ukraine’s anti-chemical weapons force officer 
kisses his daughter before boarding an IL-76 
aircraft departing to Kuwait, at Lviv, March 25. 
(AP Photo/UNIAN, Eugene Kravts) 


Christ has Risen! 


"Голосування щодо Ipaky свідчить про 
демократизм у середовищі "Нашої України" 
творити внутрішню українську проблему — протис- 


Підготував Тарас Бик, Львівська газета 


20-березня у Верховній Раді України відбулося 


and that it is necessary, to help and to treat not only civilians from Ігад,. 


particularly women and children, but also soldiers from the coalition,” he 


said. 
Kuchma has largely been ostracized by Western countries following 


allegations of his involvement in corruption, election fraud, the murder of 


an opposition journalist, and the sale 
of a sophisticated air-defense system 
to Iraq. 

Some Ukrainian political com- 
mentators believe Kuchma’s deci- 
sion to send the battalion is linked 
to his desire to repair relations with 
the West, particularly the U.S., 
Ukraine’s most important interna- 
tional backer. 

A spokeswoman for the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Kyiv, Patricia Guy, said the 
move is welcomed by the U.S. 
“We’te very pleased. We think it’s a 
positive development in relations 
between Ukraine and the United 
States, and we believe the unit will 
play an important humanitarian role 
in the region, and also that its mere 
presence in the region could perhaps 
deter possible chemical attacks be- 
cause people will know this unit — 
along with other units from other 
countries — are in the area to mini- 
mize the effects of any such attac 
Guy said. 

Kuchma’s decision to send the 
specialist battalion to Kuwait is un- 
popular with many Ukrainians. Polls 
show the overwhelming majority of 
the population disapproves of the 

war. Kuchma’s critics say the bat- 
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голосування з приводу скерування до Кувейту 
українського батальйону РХБЗ. Дискусія щодо 


правильності цього рішення триває. Суспільство і 
політики досі шукають єдино правильної оцінки, не 
враховуючи, що істина, особливо у такій специ- 
фічній галузі, як міжнародна політика, часто буває 
поліваріантною. Правильність (або неправильність) 
прийнятого рішення покаже час, перебіг і наслідки 
війни в Іраку. 

Найзапекліші дискусії з цього питання точились 
у фракції "Наша Україна". Зрештою, було прийнято 
оптимальне рішення - голосувати на розсуд кожного 
депутата. За коментарем стосовно тієї чи іншої 
позиції в голосуванні ми звернулися до народних 
депутатів Тараса Стецьківа та Тараса Чорновола. 

Тарас Стецьків, народний депутат (голосував 
"проти" ) 

- Чому я голосував проти? По-перше, за даними 
практично всіх соціологічних опитувань, від 77 до 
80% українців проти участі України в будь-якій 
формі у цій війні. Не брати до уваги такі настрої 
фракція "Наша Україна" та її лідер Віктор Ющенко 
не могли. Цілком зрозуміло, що голосування "за" 
буде використано, особливо в східних та 
центральних регіонах, для пониження його рейтингу. 
По-друге, рішення про відправлення батальйону в 
Ipak було, по суті, прикриттям Леоніда Кучми перед 
американцями. Людина, яка через справу Георгія 
Гонгадзе, "кольчужний скандал" зіпсувала іміяж 
собі та державі перед США, таким чином 
сподівається здобути собі індульгенцію. Тобто 
йшлося не про національні інтереси України, а про 
персональний інтерес Кучми, його найближчого 
оточення і не більше. 

По-третє, завжди у режиму, який стоїть на межі 
диктату і загибелі, є бажання змінити внутрішній 
конфлікт на зовнішній. Усе це є намаганням пере- 


тояння опозиції та влади - на зовнішню. Проблема 
іракського диктатора - це справа іракського народу. 
Але Україна має свого диктатора i, в першу чергу, 
маємо розібратися з ним. 

По-четверте, війну проти Граку розпочали 
Сполучені Штати Америки без санкції Ради Безпеки 
ООН. Україна як слабка держава, для якої над- 
звичайно важливим є дотримання норм міжнарод- 
ного права, по суті, підтримала право сильного. Фак- 
тично всі, хто підтримує таку ініціативу, є в полоні 
уподобань чи антипатій, у цьому випадку, США. 

Можна було вчинити так, як вчинила Туреччина, 
яка не дозволила розміщувати війська на своїй тери- 
торії, проте надала повітряний простір і за це отри- 
мала досить серйозні гроші. А Україна посилає свій 
батальйон за свої ж гроші. 

Наступне: треба розуміти, що ця операція не є 
миротворчою. Миротворчою вона могла б бути у 
разі, коли після закінчення бойових дій територія 
була заражена хімічною, бактерологічною чи іншою 
зброєю, і нас попросили допомогти. Цей батальйон 
буде підпорядковуватися США i він може бути 
втягнутий у бойові дії. 

Дискусії з цього питання не порушать єдності 
фракції Віктора Ющенка, навпаки, голосування 
щодо Іраку свідчить про демократизм у середовищі 
"Нашої України". 

Тарас Чорновіл, народний депутат (голосував 
за : 

- Питання нолягає втому, чи приєдналася Україна 
до так званої агресії Сполучених Штатів проти 
Іраку? І Франція, і вся Європа приєдналися в той чи 
інший спосіб до війни, посилаючи своїх вояків. Я 
нещодавно дізнався з інтерв'ю посла Франції, що 
абсолютно аналогічний французький батальйон 
хімічного, бактерологічного і радіаційного захисту 
скеровано в сусідній Катар. Україна не приєдналася 
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Гуманний український протест: 
з салом проти "МакДональдзу? 


Олександра Колганова, Громадське Радіо 

21 березня в Києві біля американського "Мак- 
Дональдзу" пригощали українським салом. У такий 
спосіб організатори антивоєнної акції прагнули 
переконати мешканців Києва не споживати амери- 
канську їжу через те, що США розпочали війну в 
ІГраці. 

Скибка українського хлібу з товстим шматком 
сала - справжня їжа для українців, усі вони мають 
відмовитися від американської та британської їжі - 
так вважають представники "Об'єднання гуманістів 
України", організатори сьогоднішньої акції. Вони 
виступають проти війни в Іраці, зокрема дій США і 
Великобританії. 

Перед входом до американського ресторану "Мак- 
Дональдз", що біля метро "Хрещатик", вони закли- 
кали киян не споживати американську та британ- 
ську їжу та замість гамбургерів пропонували куп - 
тувати національний продукт - сало. Один з 
організаторів заходу Валерій Нечипоренко розпо-- 
відає: "Ми закликаємо українців активніше висту-- 


пати проти війни в Іраці, тому що будь-яка війна - 
це злочин проти людства. І ми закликаємо виступати 
цивілізовано: бойкотувати американські товари". 

Організатори акції закликають харчуватися yK— 
раїнською їжею та не споживати американську та 
британську. На думку Валерія Нечипоренка, якщо 
українці відмовляться від американського - від цього 
значно постраждають гаманці американських біз- 
несменів: "Ми вважаємо, що це дуже дієвий спосіб 
протесту. Щоб американські бізнесмени відчули, що 
вони втрачають від війни в кожній країні та Києві, 
Україні. Тоді буде більш сильний ефект від акцій 
протесту. Просто спалити американський прапор, їх 
дуже багато палять по всьому світу - не цікаво. Треба 
просто бойкотувати американські товари та послуги". 

До пропозицію замінити гамбургер на бутерброд 
з салом перехожі реагували по-різному. Деякі з обе- 
режністю відмовлялися, інші - охоче брали бутер-- 
броди з салом та прямували до "МакДональдзу". А 
деякі перехожі все ж надали перевагу бутербродам 
з салом: "Сало краще за гамбургери". 


"Голосування щодо Іраку свідчить про: 
демократизм у середовищі "Нашої України" 


Прод. із ст. 1 
до жодної військової операції, Україна виконала 
гуманітарну місію. Якщо ми взяли на себе певні 30— 
бов'язання в світі, то повинні їх виконувати. Наші 
гуманітарні місії в Лівані чи Югославії дали нам не 
тільки політичні дивіденди, а можливість утвердити 
Україну в економічному розкладі сучасного світу. 
Противники відправки батальйону кажуть, що наші 
хлопці піддаються значному ризику. По-перше, їдуть 
вони не на війну. А по-друге, люди, які служать в 
армії за контрактом, беруть на себе певну відпо- 
відальність за ризик. Той факт, що держава їм за цей 
ризик нічого не виплачує - колосальна ганьба. Дуже 
показовими є слова одного з контрактників, який 
сказав: “Y мене є вибір: або я їду в Кувейт, або моя 
жінка їде в Італію". Він вчинив, як справжній 
чоловік. 

Україна повинна була приєднатися до анти- 
іракської коаліції. По-перше, нам треба підтвер- 
джувати наші євроатлантичні зобов'язання, а не 
просто про них говорити. По-друге, нині у світі є 


два основні геополітичні полюси - Вашингтон і 
Москва. Франція мала свою кон'юнктурну позицію 
щодо іракського питання через нафту, якою вона 
сьогодні опікується і втрачає мільярди внаслідок 
американської операції. Росія теж втрачає мільярди, 
але в Росії вистачило сили включити в поле свого 
впливу Францію, Німеччину й інших. Для того, щоб 
відірватися від політичного поля Росії треба зробити 
хоча б кілька жорстких кроків. Ми йдемо туди - на 
Захід, ми відриваємося від Москви. Тому я вважаю, 
що навіть за цей недолугий президентський 3aKOHO— 
проект, який не дає ні соціальних гарантій нашим 
солдатам, ні політичних дивідендів, бо не відриває 
нас повністю від Москви, варто було голосувати. 

У нашому блоці є чимало людей, які декларують 
свою окремішню позицію, причому питання щодо 
Іраку було мало принциповим. Воно вирішувало 
тільки в геополітичному контексті вектор на Москву 
чи вектор на Захід. Це єдине, що було принципового 
в цьому питанні. Я вважаю, що голосування не 
загрожує розколу фракції. 


Мусульмани Криму виступають проти війни 


(Deutche Welle )—Mycympman— 
ське населення Криму виступає 
проти війни США та їхніх со- 
юзників з Іраком. 28-го березня 
близько 150 активістів, пере- 


Сімферополі. 


важно кримських татар, взяли 
участь в антивоєнному мітингу в 


Мітингуючі нагадали про вжи- 
тий напередодні війни президен-- 
том США Бушем термін "хресто-- 
вий похід" і заявили, що військова 
акція в Ipaky може призвести до 
світового протистояння христи-- 
янської та мусульманської циві- 
лізації, яка в свою чергу призведе 
до загибелі людства. Крім того, 
кримські мусульмани звернулись 
до парламенту України з вимогою 
відкликати батальйон радіацій - 
ного, хімічного та бактеоріологіч-- 
ного захисту з Кувейту, оскільки 


На Волині затримано першу велику 
групу іракських "нелегалів" 


(Deutche У/еПе)- -На Волині затримано дев'ятьох громадян Іраку, 
які намагалися незаконно перетнути українсько-польський кордон. 
Як передає наш кореспондент, зараз "нелегали" перебувають у 
спецприймальнику, звідки їх можуть відправити до Києва. 

Це перша велика група нелегальних мігрантів з Іраку, яку затримали 
волинські прикордонники. Втікачі за візами прибули до Росії, 
безперешкодно потрапили до Білорусі й були впіймані за 20 метрів до 
українсько-польського кордону. 

При затриманні іракці не чинили опору і відразу попросили 
політичного притулку в Україні. Однак статус біженців вони, швидше 
за все, не отримають, оскільки з Іраку вирушили ще до початку 
бойових дій, і мали на меті дістатися до Німеччини. 

Окрім того, з проханням про притулок втікачам належало зверну-- 
тися до влади у 5-ти денний термін. На території області іракці 
переховувались близько двох тижнів, а політичного притулку, 
вочевидь, попросили, щоб уникнути депортації. 

Тим часом на Волині військовослужбовці усіх застав північного 


вони вважають, що відіславши 
своїх військових до зони кон- 
флікту, Україна виступила на боці 
США проти всіх мусульман. 
Кримські татари різко засудили 
позицію керівництва меджлісу, 
який напередодні виступив з 
заявою про підтримку дій анти-- 
іракської коаліції по знищенню 
диктаторського режиму Саддама 
Хусейна. Як було заявлено на 
мітингу, голова меджлісу Мус- 
тафа Джемільов "це ще не весь 
кримсько-татарський народ, і 
тому він не може говорити від 
імені усіх мусульман Криму". 


напрямку відпрацьовують тактику бойової готовності. 
Прикордонники стверджують, що навчання є плановими 1 не 
пов'язані з початком бойових дій в Ipaky. Проте зазначають, що відтоді 


кордон перебуває під посиленою охороною. 
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Ukrainian Folklore Centre gets 
$300,000 from federal government 


(UkrNews)—Secretary of State 
(Multiculturalism) (Status of 
Women) Jean Augustine on March 
22 announced $300,000 in funding 
to the Society of Friends of the 
Ukrainian Folklore Centre at the 
University of Alberta, to help fi- 
nance their Local Culture and Di- 
versity on the Prairies project. 

“The Government of Canada is 
proud to support these two commu- 
nity-centred projects that will help 
advance the goals of Canada’s 
Multiculturalism Policy,” she said. 

The Diversity in On-line Civic 
Participation project will help mem- 
bers of ethnocultural communities 
participate in Government of 
Canada on-line consultations and 
policy-issue discussions. It will also 
help ethnocultural communities de- 
velop strategies to organize their 
own on-line consultations. 

The Local Culture and Diversity 
on the Prairies project’s goal is to 
contribute to Canadians’ under- 


Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky 


standing of diversity and the growth 
of local community life in Canada. 
The project will document everyday 
life, ethnic identity and regional 
variation among people of Ukrai- 
nian, French, German, and English 


heritage on the prairies prior to- 


ПОБУ; 


“We're interested in the preserva- 
tion of identity as well as the adap- 
tation to Canadian life,” said Dr. 
Andriy Nahachewsky, Director of 
the Ukrainian Folklore Centre. 

“In this time when people who 
remember life before 1939 are age- 
ing, it is important and urgent that 
this happen and I’m very thrilled that 
this is going on,” he added. 

Dr. Nahachewsky told Ukrainian 
News that the Ukrainian Folklore 
Centre wants to cooperate with other 
Ukrainian research and archival in- 
stitutions across the Prairies and that 
the project will focus on the differ- 
ent experiences of Ukrainians within 
their geographic disbursement on 
the Prairies. 

“Tt’s a big challenge for us to do 
the best we can with the resources 
we have available. It’s very impor- 
tant both for the Ukrainian commu- 
nity and the people who want to un- 
derstand the diversity of Canada,” 
he said. 


Augustine dodges question on Bill C-18 


(UkrNews)—Secretary of State 
(Multiculturalism) (Status of 
Women) Jean Augustine dodged a 
question on Bill C-18, the proposed 
new Citizenship Act during the press 
conference in which she announced 
$300,000 in funding to the Society 
of Friends of the Ukrainian Folklore 
Centre at the University of Alberta, 
March 22. 

Asked by Ukrainian News 
whether Bill C-18, which maintains 
the “balance of probabilities” stan- 
dard by which a person can have his 
or her citizenship revoked, as op- 
posed to the “beyond a shadow of a 
doubt” one used in criminal proce- 
dures, perpetuates two classes of 
citizens, Augustine replied: 

7105 a very complicated issue and 
I would not try to answer it with an 
answer that could be viewed as be- 
ing outside of where the present leg- 
islation and the present consider- 
ation is at this time. 

“T think you know that we have 


Jean Augustine 


been, over the last few years, re- 
viewing the issue, we’ ve had mem- 
bers of parliament who’ve stood 
quite strongly on that issue, I’m sure 
you know who that is, and there is a 
direction that the present minister 
has taken away from the past prac- 


tice and that is to say let’s not have 
this just end with a cabinet commit- 
tee who makes decision, but let’s go 
through a legal process.” 

Augustine added that the 
discussion is still on the table and 
that a parliamentary committee is 
gathering information. 

When asked what kind of timeline 
there is for implementing the pro- 
posals the Ukrainian community has 
brought forward on the internment 
reconciliation issue, Augustine said 
she and Canadian Heritage Minis- 
ter Sheila Copps are currently work- 
ing on it with the community. 

“There was a talk with the Ukrai- 
nian community as to what should 
happening general and happily 
we ve all come together now on the 
same page and we’ve been working 
quite diligently we’ve had about 
four or five meetings. We’ve 
brought to the table a whole menu 
of activities that can happen to ad- 
dress those issues,” she said. 


Asper-led museum sets off alarm bells 


By Paul Samyn,Winnipeg Free Press 

A multicultural coalition is raising 
alarm bells over the Asper family’s 
proposed human rights museum and 
what it fears will be a view of geno- 
cide that is too exclusive. 

Canadians for a Genocide Museum 
Feb. 26 said the federal government 
should not put tax dollars into a mu- 
seum that marks the suffering of one 
race at the expense of others. 

“We believe that all genocides 
should be memorialized,” said John 
Gregorovich, chairman of the 27- 
member coalition, which includes 
support from the Armenians to the 
Palestinians to the Rwandans. It does 
not have the support of any Jewish 
groups. “We shouldn’t single out one 
as being more significant or more 
important than others. All are dread- 
ful and all should be remembered.” 

Moe Levy, the Asper family’s 
point man on the proposed C$200- 
million museum to be built in 
Winnipeg, denied the project will 
play favourites. “It is a museum for 
human rights, not the Holocaust,” 
Levy said. But the Asper-led pro- 
posal will no doubt be dogged by 
controversy as its subject matter and 
the historical debates surrounding it 

are a flashpoints for anger. Five 
years ago, there was a huge outcry 
over federal plans to add a Holo- 


caust memorial to the Canadian War 
Museum, an outcry that ultimately 
forced Ottawa to back down. 

Documents obtained under the 
Access to Information Act also 
document the sensitivities surround- 
ing the question of Holocaust or 
genocide memorials. According to 
one 1998 Heritage Canada briefing 
note obtained by Ken Rubin, the 
government has been under pressure 
for some time by both the Canadian 
Jewish Congress and other groups. 

“The Canadian Jewish Congress 
is urging the government to estab- 
lish a national Holocaust/memorial 
in Ottawa,” says the document. 
“However a number of groups are 
also urging the government to estab- 
lish a more broadly scoped museum 
or memorial depicting all world 
genocides.” 

The same briefing note says the 
Canadian Jewish Congress’s com- 
mitment to financial support for a 
Holocaust memorial may not extend 
to a project more commemorative 
of other genocides. As well, Heri- 
tage Canada makes clear that the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization 
has stated “ a strong preference” that 
a Holocaust museum be “run as an 
independent museum with its own 
board of trustees.”’ Added to the mix 
are the concerns of Liberal MP 


Sarkis Assadourian, who has his 
own private member’s bill calling 
for a national exhibit in the Cana- 
dian Museum of Civilization recog- 
nizing crimes against humanity. 

“My point of view is we have 95 
million innocent people killed in the 
20th century,” said Assadourian, 
who is now trying to find out more 
about the Asper proposal. “If it has 
to be funded by the taxpayers, it has 
to be as inclusive as possible.” Levy 
said he has already responded via 
letter to Canadians for a Genocide 
Museum and is committing to as 
broad a consultation as possible as 
the Asper Foundation continues its 
push for a museum in Winnipeg. 

“There will be this consultative 
process and it will be equitable, we 
will listen to what everyone has to 
say,” Levy said. 
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Христос Воскрес! 


Найкращі вітання та сердечні побажання зі 
Світлим Празником Христового Воскресення. 


Christ is Risen! 
Wishing You Happy Easter. 
from 


EDWARD M. SOUTHERN 


Honorary Consul of Ukraine for Alberta 


Consulate of Ukraine 
Suite 260 - 454 4th Ave. S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 3A8 
email: ed.southern@telus.net 


Easter Greetings from Edmonton Catholic Schools 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС - ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС 


“When Christ who is your fife is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory” Colossians 3:4 
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Prayers and best wishes from 
The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies 


CHRIST IS RISEN! ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Інститут східньо-християнських наук 
—— im. Митр. Андрея Шептицького 
пн бажає Вам Веселих Великодніх Свят. 
» Saint Paul University 


223 Main Street, Ottawa, ON K1S 1С4 
(613) 236-1593 (x2332) Fax: (613) 782-3026 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


З нагоди Світлого Празника 
Воскресіння Господа Нашого 
Їсуса Христа вітає всю 
єпархію, священство, 
духовенство, боголюбивих 
вірних і організації та 
засилає всім найщиріші 
побажання багато ласк 

від Воскреслого Христа 


+ Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 
Єпископ Едмонтонської Єпархії 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 


On the feast of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Easter greetings to our hierarchy, clergy, religious, 
and faithful and our sincerest best wishes for a happy and 
holy Easter! 


May the Risen Christ Bless You All! 


+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
Bishop of the Edmonton Eparchy 


ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНЦІВ КАТОЛИКІВ 
Едмонтонської Enapxii 


Зі світлим празником 
Христового Воскресення 
щиро вітає голову Помісної 
Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого 
Патріярха Любомира, 
Високопреосвященного 
Митрополита Михаїла, 
| Преосвященного Владику 
OY Aes 1-64 oem Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, 
б Tees Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи 
ці зо 7 і Членство Українських 
Громадських, Організацій та Інституцій та ввесь 
Український Нарід у світі. 


- Давид Коваль, голова Централі 
Иосип Синишин, голова Братства YKK 
Катруся Чічак, голова ЛУКЖК 


Степан Остаповіч, голова УКЮК 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
Edmonton Eparchy 


In celebration of Christ's Resurrection we wish the 
Ukrainian community a happy and blessed Easter. 


Dave Kowal, UCCC President 
Joseph Synyshyn, UCBC President 
Catherine Chichak, UCWLC President 

Steve Ostapovich, UCYC President 
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Свідчення у справі Лазаренка 
зніматимуть на відео 


Михайло Мигалисько, Радіо Свобода 

У Сан-Франциско, штат Каліфорнія, 28-го 
березня мало місце чергове судове слухання у справі 
колишнього прем'єр-міністра та народного депутата 
України Павла Лазаренка. Захисники інтересів 
Лазаренка зробили ще одну спробу звільнити свого 
клієнта з попереднього ув'язнення. Проте головна 
увага учасників слухання була звернена на стан 
підготовки до судового процесу й, зокрема, участі в 
ньому обраних і запрошених свідків. 

Згідно зі словами офіційної особи міністерства 
юстиції США, не була успішною чергова спроба 
американської команди адвокатів колишнього 
прем'єр-міністра Павла Лазаренка домогтися 
звільнення їхнього клієнта із федерального ув'яз- 
нення у Сан-Франциско. Суддя Мартин Дженкінс 
раніше уже не раз відмовив у таких юридичних 
заходах не лише теперішньої а й попередніх 
адвокатських команд екс-прем'єра. Як стало відомо 
Радіо Свобода, на останньому слуханні у калі- 
форнійському суді за участю прокурорів та адво-- 
катів обговорений хід підготовки до судового процесу 
та, зокрема, участі свідків захисту та обвинувачення. 
Идеться, переважно, про свідків, серед них, ймо- 
вірно, й державних службовців та представників 
політичної еліти, громадян іноземних держав, перед- 
усім з України, Швейцарії, Росії, офшорних зон, як, 
наприклад, Антигуа. Численні із запрошених від- 


мовляються прибути з візитом до Каліфорнії, а 
Сполучені Штати не можуть змушувати їх до цього. 
Щоправда, згідно з домовленістю про правову допо-- 
могу між Вашингтоном та Києвом, як і іншими CTO— 
лицями, є більш ймовірним, що все-таки свідчення 
матимуть місце. Сторони та суддя Мартин Дженкінс 
обговорюють правові аспекти плану, згідно з яким 
свідчення записуватимуть на відеокасету на місцях 
перебування тих осіб за участі представників про-- 
куратури США та американських адвокатів Лаза- 
ренка. За згодою сторін та судді, ці відеозаписи ста - 
нуть складовою судового процесу, який заплановано 
розпочати за кілька місяців, а саме: 18-го серпня. 

Як зазначила офіційна особа з американської про- 
куратури, передбачається, що список свідків опри-- 
люднять лише за кілька тижнів до початку самого 
процесу. 

Прокуратура США звинувачує Павла Лазаренка 
у відмиванні через американські фінансові інсти-- 
туції нелегально отриманих 114 мільйонів доларів. 
Адвокати екс-прем'єра вказують на те, що Павло 
Лазеренко невинний, він став жертвою політичних 
інтриг нинішньої влади в Україні. 

Слід ще додати, що заяви деяких українських 
офіційних осіб, що, мовляв, Павла Лазаренка буде 
передано українському правосуддю після завер- 
шення процесу у США, є безпідставними. Адже між 
США та Україною немає договору про екстрадицію. 


Чи також обвинувачуть Кучму в США? 
Так: Прокурор у справі Лазаренка порушила 
кримінальну справу проти Кучми 


(Українська правда)- -"На Леоніда Кучму чекає 
американський суд", - під таким заголовком вийшла 
стаття у Независимой газете. 

За даними газети, "кримінальну справу проти ук- 
раїнського президента порушила прокурор Марта 
Борщ, яка запроторила за грати Павла Лазаренка". 
І відбулося це, за словами деяких українських де- 
путатів, ще у травні минулого року, коли каліфор- 
нійський суд порушив проти українського прези- 
дента кримінальну справу. 

"Докази провини Кучми зібрала за власною іні- 
ціативою прокурор Північного округу штату Калі- 
форнія, українка за походженням Марта Борщ, за 
обвинуваченням якої чотири роки тому у США був 
арештований колишній прем'єр-міністр України 
Павло Лазаренко. Деякі українські експерти вва- 
жають, що факти, які лягли в основу обвинувачень 
Марти Борщ проти Леоніда Кучми, якимсь чином 
пов'язані зі свідченнями Лазаренка. Принаймні 
навесні минулого року прокуророві вдалося скли- 
кати Велике журі, яке розглянуло у режимі строгої 
таємності всі докази провини, що були на той час, 
українського президента", пише газета. 

Видання нагадує, що раніше Велике журі "їніці- 


ювало розслідування причетності українського пре- 
зидента до нелегальних постачань до Іраку уста- 
новок "Кольчуга". 

На думку автора статті, "судячи з наполегливості 
й професіоналізму Марти Борщ, яка проявилася у 
"справі Лазаренка", "справа Кучми" рано чи пізно 
буде доведена до суду". 

"Независимая" нагадує, що вперше про те, що в 
Міністерстві юстиції США почалася експертиза 
"речових доказів причетності українського 
президента Кучми до низки кримінально карних 
злочинів" повідомили депутати Верховної Ради Юрій 
Луценко й Тарас Чорновіл, які нещодавно повер- 
нулися зі США. у 

Мова йде про можливу причетність українського 
президента до відмивання брудних грошей, 
нелегальної міжнародної торгівлі зброєю, корупції, 
політичних розправ, тиску на суд. Усі перераховані 
злочини відповідно до американських законів 
підпадають під юрисдикцію США. 

У випадку підтвердження Мін'юстом США обви- 
нувачень на адресу Леоніда Кучми, проти нього як 
проти міжнародного злочинця може бути порушена 
кримінальна справа за межами України, вказує газета. 


Hi: США не зможуть посадити Кучму за 
грати. Тільки санкції 


(Українська правда)- - У Сполучених Штатах 
Америки "на ділі" неможливо притягти до судової 
відповідальності чинного президента іноземної 
держави. 

Про це в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода сказав Тодд 
Газіяно, директор Центру юридичних і правових 
студій при американському Фонді Герітадж. За 
словами експерта, цього прямо не дозволяють між- 
народні договори про імунітет глави держави. 

Щоправда, як зазначив Газіяно, якщо американсь- 
ка сторона отримала б достовірні докази щодо 
правопорушень з боку іноземного лідера, то супроти 
нього можуть запровадити певні санкції в осо- 
бистому порядку, скажімо, відмовити у візі, або в 
ширшому розумінні можуть запровадити еконо- 
мічні, фінансові, дипломатичні чи політичні заходи, 
які, щоправда, матимуть негативний вплив не лише 
на самого іноземного лідера, а, передусім, на його 
державу. 

Американський політолог однак додав, що він не 
може з упевненістю говорити про справу президента 
України Леоніда Кучми з огляду на те, що немає 
достатньої інформації, зокрема, з боку американ- 
ських правоохоронних структур. 

Щоправда, за словами Газіяно, ситуація з юридич- 
ної точки зору дещо змінюється тоді, коли іноземний 
лідер відходить від влади. Однак, у будь-якому 
випадку усе це не виключає можливості, щоб 


американські органи юстиції розглядали матеріальні 
докази чи звинувачення у порушенні міжнародних 
норм. 

Як відомо, це питання виникло у справі із неле- 
гальним продажем українських "Кольчуг" ірак- 
ському режимові Саддама Хуссейна й внаслідок 
обвинувачення в цьому президента Кучми призвело 
до різкого погіршення відносин на найвищому 
державному рівні між Вашингтоном та Києвом. 

Іншою причиною імовірності розгляду американ- 
ською юстицією обвинувачень глави іноземної дер- 
жави може бути наприклад порушення міжнародних 
конвенцій таких як наприклад про тортури. Справа 
Георгія Гонгадзе має шанс бути розглянута саме 
згідно з цією юридичною процедурою. 

Таку ймовірність підтвердив в інтерв'ю радіо 
Свобода один із колишніх адвокатів колишнього 
прем'єр-міністра України Павла Лазаренка, який 
сказав, що питання щодо порушення міжнародної 
конвенції з тортур може стати об'єктом судового 
розгляду. За словами американського юриста, хоча 
усе це складно з юридичної точки зору проте більш 
ймовірним може бути прийняття судом на розгляд 
обвинувачення владних представників а не самого 
глави держави. 

Традиційно Міністерство юстиції США не комен- 
тує питань, які перебувають у процесі їх вивчення 
чи пак розслідування. 
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Deployment of battalion stirs controversy 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 20 voted 
253 to 129 with seven abstentions to endorse President 
Leonid Kuchma’s motion to send a Ukrainian anti- 
nuclear, -biological, and -chemical (NBC) protection 
battalion to Kuwait "бог rendering help in the protec- 
tion of Kuwaiti civilians from the consequences of the 
possible use of weapons of mass destruction.” There 
were 401 deputies registered for the session; 12 of them 
refused to participate in the vote. 

The motion to send the battalion to Kuwait was sup- 
ported by deputies from the nine pro-presidential cau- 
cuses (Ukraine’s Regions, Party of Entrepreneurs-Labor 
Ukraine, Social Democratic Party-united, Democratic 
Initiatives, European Choice, People’s Power, Agrarians, 
Popular Democratic Party, People’s Choice), 44 depu- 
ties from Our Ukraine, and nine nonaligned legislators. 
Since the approval of the motion required at least 226 
votes, the support from the 44 Our Ukraine deputies was 
quite crucial for its passing. Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko refused to participate in the vote. 

The possibility to redeploy Ukraine’s NBC battalion 
from Sambor in western Ukraine to the Persian Gulf 
region was first mentioned by President Kuchma dur- 
ing his meeting with U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos 
Pascual on Feb. 17. “Ukraine is ready to take part in a 
UN mission on the territory of countries neighboring 
Iraq by assigning to the UN authority an anti-chemical, 
anti-bacteriological, and anti-nuclear protection battal- 
ion,’ Kuchma said at that meeting. The next day, Pascual 
told journalists that he delivered a note from the U.S. 
government to President Kuchma and Foreign Minis- 
ter Anatoliy Zlenko inquiring about the possibility of 
sending the NBC battalion to the Persian Gulf. On Feb. 
20, Ukraine’s National Security and Defense Council 
responded positively to the U.S. request. The council’s 
head, Yevhen Marchuk, told journalists the same day 
that the decision to dispatch the battalion is in no way 
dependent on the UN Security Council. 

The result of March 20 vote in the Verkhovna Rada 
came as a surprise to many Ukrainian commentators. 
They apparently expected that the parliament would 
oppose sending the NBC unit to the Persian Gulf or at 
least approve it by a very narrow margin, particularly 
since many parliamentary caucus leaders, including 
Valeriy Pustovoytenko (Popular Democratic Party) and 
Mykola Hapochka (People’s Choice) from the so-called 
pro-presidential majority, spoke against the redeploy- 
ment and what they saw as Ukraine’s engagement on 
the U.S. side in a then-anticipated war against Iraq. 
Besides, the Razumkov Center for Economic and Po- 
litical Studies found in a poll conducted from Feb. 27 
to March 5 that 90.5 percent of Ukrainians do not sup- 
port the military action in Iraq. 

President Kuchma held consultations with the lead- 
ers of pro-presidential caucuses before the vote and 
spoke with Yushchenko on the morning of March 20, 
after it was already known that the Iraq war had begun. 
There have been no reports on the arguments Kuchma 
presented during these meetings to make lawmakers 
approve his motion. An unsigned memo that was at- 
tached to the motion and distributed among lawmak- 
ers said the dispatching of the NBC battalion to Ku- 


Ukraine sends antichemical 


battalion to Kuwait 
Cont. on Р. 5 
rectly aids coalition forces. But Pavlenko said Kuchma 
believes the scheme will gain Ukraine prestige abroad. 
“The Ukrainian president listened to us carefully and 
agreed with most of the points that we made, and he 
supports the fundamental idea of improving Ukraine’s 
international image. But he also voiced his view that it 
was necessary to help those suffering from the conflict 
because ordinary people are not to blame for the war. 
The war is bad — Ukraine has made its view on this 
clear — and we must help these people,” Pavlenko said. 
Pavlenko said that up to 100,000 people could be ac- 
commodated in Ukraine if international aid agencies help 
with additional resources. He said the country has a large 
number of facilities for medical treatment and recupera- 
tion in Crimea and in Ukraine’s Carpathian region. He 
says coalition countries will evacuate badly wounded 
soldiers to their own facilities but hopes that some al- 
lied soldiers might be sent to Ukraine for recuperation. 

“We understand that those countries taking part in 
the conflict have their own facilities nearby for the 
heavily wounded, but for those people who are lightly 
injured or who are in shock and require rehabilitation, 
Ukraine could be the best place for them. And the dis- 
tance involved is not too far,” Pavlenko said. 

Guy, the U.S. Embassy spokeswoman in Kyiv, re- 
acted positively to the initiative. “Well, if Ukraine is 
willing to make additional contributions — in addition 
to the biochemical decontamination battalion — we are 
ready to listen to them. And if Ukraine feels they can 
make further contributions to prevent loss of life in the 
war, we are willing to discuss that with them,” Guy said. 


wait would add to “the strengthening of Ukraine’s in- 
ternational authority and enhancing its image as a par- 
ticipant in complex international processes,” accord- 
ing to “Ukrayinska pravda.” The memo also hinted at 
the economic benefits Ukraine could derive from send- 
ing the NBC unit: “As regards the economic aspect, 
Ukraine is interested in reducing the price for oil, and 
this, in the opinion of most international experts, is a 
major goal of the U.S. action against Iraq. Moreover, 
rendering assistance to civilian population in the re- 
gion, our state will have a considerable chance to be 
engaged in the restoration of Iraq’s economy in the post- 
conflict period.” 

The opposition parliamentary caucuses — the Com- 
munists, the Socialists, and the Yuliya Tymoshenko 
Bloc — voted against the motion. Socialist Party leader 
Oleksandr Moroz spoke for many when he said in the 
Verkhovna Rada that Ukraine has no interest whatso- 
ever in sending the NBC battalion to Kuwait and that 
the approval of the motion would only benefit Presi- 
dent Kuchma, who is seeking to repair his tarnished 
relations with Washington in the wake of the Kolchuga 
allegations and the killing of journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze. Moroz advised lawmakers not to step into 
the U.S.-Iraq conflict, stressing that Ukraine has to “‘sort 
[things] out” with “its own Hussein.” 

Commenting on the vote in the March 23 issue of 
“Zerkalo nedeli,’ Moroz said: “The point is that if the 
outcome of the operation planned by the U.S. depended 
on the participation or nonparticipation of the Ukrai- 
nian battalion, then we could speak about pluses. Then 
America’s respect for Ukraine could provide grounds 
for gaining such pluses. But since the president thrust 
himself [upon Washington] with his proposal only for 
one reason — to make them forget about the sale of 
Kolchugas and about some other things — what ben- 
efits will [Ukraine reap] in the event the U.S. concludes 
its operation successfully? None. It is an exclusively 
personal, not even political, initiative.... [And the vote 
showed one more time that] lawmakers from the ma- 
jority are fully dependent on the presidential adminis- 
tration.... In order to save one man’s skin, they gave up 
the interests of the state in general.” 

In his speech to the Verkhovna Rada before the vote, 
Yushchenko did not appeal either to reject or support 
the motion. But, according to press reports, the “gen- 
eral impression” he produced was that he was in sup- 
port of sending the Ukrainian troops to Kuwait. “The 
fact [of the U.S. attack on Iraq] took place at 4 a.m. 
Every man, while choosing between war and peace, 
will choose peace. But the fact did take place,” he said. 

Commenting on the vote to “Zerkalo nedeli,” 
Yushchenko said: “Because of the foreign-policy course 
pursued by Ukraine in recent years, we always find 
ourselves sitting on two chairs. We do not like the dic- 
tatorship. We do not like the [anti-Iraq] coalition. What 
do we like? Tell me, is it we who made a decision about 
war or peace? Nothing of the sort. We have not been 
asked about this. But we have been asked about some- 
thing else: What is our attitude to victims of the con- 
flict, people lying on the streets and needing our assis- 
tance? Will we extend our helping hand to these people 
or not? It is necessary to proceed from this. I call it 
politics.” 

Former Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko, a 
prominent politician from Our Ukraine, commented that 
the support of 44 Our Ukraine lawmakers (including 
himself) for the motion “will not add votes to the bloc,” 
UNIAN reported. “Even if Yushchenko’s popularity is 
high, he needs 16 million votes to win the presidential 
election, while we have [only] 6 million. We need to 
fight for the votes of Ukrainian pacifists, while in this 
case we Баме put ourselves in opposition to them,” 
Udovenko said. 

Other observers of the Ukrainian political scene tend 
to agree that Our Ukraine’s support for the motion to 
send the NBC unit to the zone of the Iraq conflict may 
backfire on Yushchenko, resulting in a diminished elec- 
toral backing. “The nation, which does not want the 
war, dispatched to a blazing desert its own battalion at 
its own costs, without having clearly understood for 
what purpose and why,” Olena Zvarych from the pro- 
Yushchenko “Ukrayina moloda” wrote in “Ukrayinska 
pravda” on March 24. 

It is not clear for the time being who will bear the 
costs connected with the deployment of the Ukrainian 
battalion in Kuwait. “Ukrayinska pravda,” referring to 
the above-mentioned memo, reported that the United 
States is expected to finance the deployment, paying 
US$5.8 million to ship the Ukrainian troops and equip- 
ment to Kuwait, $50,000 for feeding them while in tran- 
sit, and $700,000 to support the battalion for every 

month it spends in the Persian Gulf. 

Furthermore, the weekly “Grani” reported on March 
24 that President Kuchma’s decree of March 21 order- 
ing the redeployment of the NBC battalion to Kuwait 
includes an interesting provision instructing the роу- 
ernment “to prepare the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline for 
transporting Iraqi and Middle Eastern oil to Europe.” 
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In war, truth is the first casualty 


Ukraine’s decision to deploy the 530-man anti-nuclear, -biological, and 
-chemical (NBC) protection battalion to Kuwait to help the civilian popu- 
lation in case of an Iraqi chemical or biological attack is fully justified as 
a humanitarian act. 

This does not, however, signify Ukraine is supporting the U.S. war in 
Traq. 

But exactly where Ukraine stands in this “coalition” that the United 
States has put together is unclear — mostly due to the vacillations and 
contradictions contained in statements made by both Ukrainian and U.S. 
officials. 

Let’s take the April 1 comments of Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Markiyan Lubkivsky. On the one hand he says the Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry never asked the United States to become part of this coalition. 
However, he also says he could not speak for the Presidential Administra- 
tion. 

Then he makes the statement that: “Ukraine can be said to be a partici- 
pant of this coalition only in view of its providing a humanitarian contri- 
bution.” 

Another qualification appears to be a semantic one — Ukraine won’t 
call it an “anti-Iraq” coalition. “It is the American party’s position. We are 
against calling this coalition anti-Iraqi.” 

So what is it? 

But this pales beside some of the twisted logic present in the March 25 
statement issued by the White House. It states: 

“President Bush is assembling a Coalition that has already begun mili- 
tary operations to disarm Iraq of its weapons of mass destruction, and 
enforce 17 UNSC resolutions. 

“The Coalition will also liberate the Iraqi people from one of the worst 
tyrants and most brutal regimes on earth. 

“Contributions from Coalition member nations range from: direct mili- 
tary participation, logistical and intelligence support, specialized chemi- 
cal/biological response teams, over-flight rights, humanitarian and recon- 
struction aid, to political support.” 

If contributions range anywhere from direct military participation to 
humanitarian and reconstruction aid and political support, then how can 
one, in the same breath, assert that the coalition “has already begun mili- 
tary operations to disarm Iraq of its weapons of mass destruction” and 
“will also liberate the Iraqi people from one of the worst tyrants and most 
brutal regimes on earth”. 

Have Tonga, the Marshall and Solomon Islands, Micronesia, and Paulau 
“already begun military operations”? 

The same day the White House issued its statement, Paul Celluci, the 
U.S. Ambassador to Canada said the members of the coalition “‘are fully 
supporting our efforts there”. 

Is Turkey, which refused to allow U.S. ground troops to launch attacks 
from its territory “fully supporting” the U.S.? Or, for that matter Ukraine, 
whose parliament adopted a resolution, which “demands that the military 
actions of the United States, Great Britain, and other countries on the ter- 
ritory of Iraq be immediately halted and all the foreign military forma- 
tions be withdrawn from this country”? 

Contrast this with the position of Canada, as enunciated by Prime Min- 
ister Chretien: “We believe that Iraq must fully abide by the resolutions of 
the United Nations Security Council. We have always made clear that 
Canada would require the approval of the Security Council if we were to 
participate in a military campaign.” 

Despite the 31 exchange officers on the scene in Iraq, a very clear com- 
mitment to humanitarian and reconstruction aid and the naval vessels, 
aircraft and personnel in the Persian Gulf who are fighting terrorism and, 
according to Celluci “will provide more support indirectly to this war in 
Iraq than most of the 46 countries that are fully supporting our efforts 
there,” Canada is not included. 

As Winston Churchill once said: “In war, truth is the first casualty.” 
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Call 1933 Famine a Genocide 


By Peter Borisow 
Co-Founder and President Hollywood Trident Foun- 
dation 

2003 marks the 70th anniversary of the deliberate 
killing of at least 8 million Ukrainians in the horrific 
winter of 1932-33. 

Ukrainians in Ukraine, as well as in the Diaspora, 
are taking the initiative to tell the story of this night- 
mare to a worldwide public which is almost totally ig- 
norant of the events. In many ways, our tragedy is one 
of the best-kept secrets of modern history. 

This part of our history is largely unknown for many 
reasons. The Soviets were ruthless in destroying any- 
one who spoke out. Survivors were (and many still are) 
afraid of retribution. The USSR had an elaborate pro- 
gram of disinformation to deny its deeds. Many of us 
who spoke out in the West were either not believed or 
ignored. Somehow, our tragedy failed to catch the 
imagination of the general public. True, our resources 
to tell the story have been, and still remain, limited. 
Nevertheless, I believe we can do a better job telling 
our story to the world. 

One of the difficulties we have faced, especially with 
the U.S. public, is how to focus public attention in a 
time of sound bites. In the English-speaking world, 
sound bites create the impression that stays with the 
public. Whether it’s a presidential campaign or a new 
pair of sneakers, anything that requires more than a 
quick look will be ignored by most people. If we are to 
get our message across, especially to the American 
public, we must use an instantly identifiable sound bite 
for our tragedy that will be understood by virtually еу- 
eryone. 

Only two words fit the bill: Genocide and Holocaust. 
The events of 1932-33 were Genocide. It was the Ukrai- 
nian Holocaust. 

Forget “famine”. When people hear “famine” they 
think of crop failures. Maybe there was no rain. Yes, 
it’s sad, but it’s not even close to conveying the horror 
of what happened to our families. Famine was just one 
of the instruments of the Ukrainian Genocide. But, the 
events were genocide, not famine. If someone is stabbed 
to death, do you raise the cry of “Murder!” or do you 
run around screaming “Knife!” 

Even worse is “Holodomor’’. It’s not an English word. 
It’s not in any English language dictionary I know. It’s 
a wonderfully sophisticated Ukrainian word. We know 
what it means because it makes sense in Ukrainian. 
Non-Ukrainians don’t have a clue to what it means. 
Our biggest task here is to communicate. 

You might as well go into a store and try to buy a 
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When people hear “famine” they 
think of crop failures. Maybe there 
was no rain. Yes, it’s sad, but it’s 
not even close to conveying the 
horror of what happened to our 
families. Famine was just one of 
the instruments of the Ukrainian 
Genocide. But, the events were 
genocide, not famine. 


“sorochka”. This is the fellow who sees the stabbing 
and raises the cry of “Severed lower vena cava result- 
ing in massive and terminal hemorrhage! !” — and then 
wonders why no one is calling the police. 

Holodomor is a good Ukrainian word. Let’s keep it 
Ukrainian and translate it as Genocide. That’s what the 
public understands. 

The same holds true for “famine-genocide”. Most 
people, even the well educated, are just confused by 
this. What was it, a famine or a genocide? Few have 
the time or attention span to bother with our customary 
technical explanation. 

Perhaps the most regrettable side effect of our con- 
fusing nomenclature is that it makes it easier for the 
revisionists who would like to reduce our history to a 
vacuous footnote. Our challenge is to tell the story of 
our tragedy, of the horrific slaughter of our families, in 
a manner that conveys what happened and the enor- 
mity and horror of what happened. We will tell the story 
best if we tell it in a clear and consistent fashion using 
words that the public understands. 

The events of 1932-33 were Genocide. It was the 
Ukrainian Holocaust. Genocide. Holocaust. Eight mil- 
lion times Genocide. Eight million times Holocaust. 


Peter Borisow’s parents were the sole survivors of the 
Soviet persecution of their respective families. Those 
who were not executed earlier, died in the genocide of 
1932-33. He grew up in New York and works in 
entertainment industry finance. Peter recently co- 
founded the Hollywood Trident Foundation and serves 
at its president. 


Resident Red lambastes Levytsky 


A few days ago, I read a rather strange article. Well, 
maybe not exactly strange, but out of the ordinary, to 
be sure. The article was titled Reds discover human 
rights, and appeared in Ukrainian News of February 
19 - March 4, 2003. Although unsigned, it was on the 
editorial page and I would, therefore, assume that it 
was written by the paper’s editor, Marco Levytsky. 

The article began with: “Political arrests in Ukraine, 
Searches, Brutal Tortures, Produce Nothing’ thundered 
the ‘Ukrainian Canadian Herald’, mouthpiece of the 
Association of United Ukrainian Canadians, which has 
reverted to its Stalinist past since the 2001 coup that 
purged former National President Yuri Moskal and his 
“‘Revisionist’ buddies in the ‘Gang of Four’, on the front 
page of its February, 2003, edition.” 

Mr. Levytsky’s so-called “purge” and “coup” was, 
in real terms, an example of the democratic process. 
Mind you, the process was forced to move along an 
unexpected path when four of the national Executive 
Committee’s incumbents, the “Gang of Four” (to use 
Mr. Levytsky’s characterization), issued a fairly long, 
signed statement, nearly a year prior to the conven- 
tion, announcing to the membership that they did not 
intend to run for reelection (they later did change their 
minds, back and forth, a couple of times). Nonethe- 
less, the only one to finally stand was Yuri Moskal. 
The delegates, voting by secret ballot, decided they did 
not want Mr. Moskal to be the organization’s president 
and their will was expressed through a substantial ma- 
jority. The other three refused to stand for reelection. 

Mr. Levytsky would have known this had he been 
present at the convention. Unfortunately, he failed to 
mention, the not so insignificant fact, that his request 
to attend the convention as a journalist was turned down 
by “Yuri Moskal and his “Revisionist’ buddies in the 
‘Gang of Four’””. It is quite obvious that Mr. Levytsky 
is now echoing someone else’s opinions regarding the 
proceedings of the convention as he did, on the eve of 
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the convention, when he wrote: “it is no secret the 
AUUC is divided between a moderate group which 
wants to establish connections with the mainstream 
Ukrainian community in Canada and hardliners who 
insist on clinging to the organizations’ pro-Communist 
past. Judging from the [festival] concert and the pro- ’ 
gram booklet, the moderates appear to be gaining 
ground.” 

It is truly remarkable how people like Mr. Levytsky 
continue to attach labels without any shred of evidence 
to back up their statements. It is as if they see them- 
selves as having this unassailable right to characterize 
events and people without the slightest need to sub- 
stantiate their accusations. This, in their opinion, is all 
that is required because, according to their “mainstream 
gospel”, it is the “truth”. That they base their truths on 
the ignorance of, or suppression of factual information, 
or a complete disregard for it, does not even enter there 
minds. In their way of thinking, the concept of justify- 
ing statements simply does not exist. Thus, the utter- 
ance of a label is sufficient in itself to make the label 
self-evident. Stalinism has a disturbing way of surfac- 
ing at the most inopportune times, and so do its adher- 
ents. 

Mr. Levytsky concludes his article with: “We’re glad 
our resident Reds have finally discovered the issue of 
human rights in Ukraine. But where were they during 
the 70 years Ukraine was under Communist rule?” Too 
bad that Mr. Levytsky has limited the scope of his read- 
ing material. Not to worry. I would suggest that Mr. 
Levytsky approach someone in the group of “moder- 
ates”, or those that offered him their convention obser- 
vations for an answer to that question. I’m sure they'll 
come up with something. 

Myron Shatulsky, Winnipeg, MB 
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The organized crime/security forces nexus in Yugoslavia and Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—The March 12 assas- 
sination of Serbian Prime Minister 
Zoran Djindjic was blamed by the 
International Crisis Group on an "їп- 
terlocking nexus” of organized 
crime, war criminals, and police and 
army officers hiding behind “nation- 
alist-patriotic” slogans and organi- 
zations.” Similar accusations were 
made by 14 Serbian civic groups and 
other Serbian commentators. 

But the link between organized 
crime, the executive, and domestic- 
security forces that still exists in 
Serbia is not unique to that country 
— it is also characteristic of Bosnia 
and to a lesser degree of Croatia, and 
in the 1990s became the norm in 
Ukraine and Russia. 

Although military budgets were 
starved throughout the 1990s, the 
domestic security forces in Yugosla- 
via, Ukraine, and Russia grew in 
size. In Yugoslavia, former President 
Slobodan Milosevic distrusted the 
armed forces and relied upon the In- 
terior Ministry and the security ser- 
vice as his personal Praetorian 
Guard. 


The Ukrainian Security Service 
(SBU) is the successor to the repub- 
lican KGB but, unlike in Russia, it 
was never divided into separate in- 
ternal and external branches. The 
Directorate for State Defense — 
successor to the republican KGB’s 
9th Directorate, which guards top 
officials and is analogous to the U.S. 
Secret Service — was separated 
from the SBU, but was reabsorbed 
in 1996. 

Mykola Melnychenko, who illic- 
itly bugged President Leonid 
Kuchma’s office in 1999-2000, 
worked in this directorate as a coun- 
terintelligence officer. 

In Yugoslavia under Milosevic, 
and also in Ukraine and Russia, the 
main bodies to have gained from the 
transfer of financial resources from 
the military are their interior minis- 
tries. The interior ministries in Rus- 
sia and Ukraine inherited the inter- 
nal troops and OMON troops that 
were created in the Gorbachev era. 
The OMON retain their name in 
Russia, and have the worst human 
rights record of any Russian secu- 
rity-force unit in Chechnya. In 
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Ukraine, the Soviet-era OMON be- 
came the Berkut (Golden Eagles) 
and have been used to attack oppo- 
sition demonstrators. 

Political surveillance and state-or- 
chestrated violence in these coun- 
tries is usually the work of special- 
ist units of the interior ministry. The 
assassination of Djindjic is widely 
believed to be the work of Milorad 
Ulemek-Lukovic “Legija,” a former 
commander of the Serbian Interior 
Ministry’s elite police Special Op- 
erations Unit (JSO), or Red Berets, 
which covertly supported paramili- 
tary operations and ethnic cleansing 
in Bosnia and Croatia in the1990s. 
Lukovic switched allegiances to the 
opposition in the fall of 2000 and 
helped arrest Milosevic for the in- 
ternational war crimes tribunal. In 
gratitude, the authorities under 
Djindjic reportedly turned a blind 
eye to Lukovic’s connections to or- 
ganized crime. 

In Ukraine, the murder of oppo- 


Language, religion and youth adherence, 
in the Ukrainian Eastern churches 


By Harry Beskorovayny 

If we maintain that our Ukrainian churches, be they 
Orthodox or Catholic, do not suffer a degree of loss in 
participatory church life and declining memberships, 
we are simply burying our head in the sand. Larger 
urban centres so far, are escaping the glaring statistics 
but the rural areas are suffering greatly. Modern agri- 
culture has tended to transplant a large number of Ukrai- 
nian families, from the farm into the safety of a more 
urban environment. For those that remain, mixed mar- 
riages tend to alter the makeup of our Ukrainian par- 
ishes, with often negative results. Over the years, it has 
posed a dilemma for the hierarchy and governing church 
bodies. 

In his article in the Nov. issue of “The Herald” (Ed. 
Note: Published by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada, and not to be confused with the “Ukrainian 
Canadian Herald”, published by the Association of 
United Ukrainian Canadians), Fr. Hladio correctly iden- 
tified some inhibiting factors involving youth and lan- 
guage in the church. Certainly, the lack of prepared- 
ness within the home in preserving and propagating 
the native language to the next generation, factors in 
the Church becoming attractive for our younger crowd. 
Yet, in a brutal “English Canadian” environment, it 
becomes an extremely hard task unless one is almost 
completely surrounded by a Ukrainian speaking com- 
munity. Sadly, few such environs exist today. 

Being almost compelled to, the church hierarchy has 
had to adapt various degrees of English into the litur- 
gies in a vain attempt to stem the outflow of our younger 
people away from the Church and into other spheres of 
influence. However, we should not limit language as 
the sole inhibiting factor for our predicament. 

With the current state of rural decimation and result- 
ant financial ability of any parish to sustain a priest in 
a decent standard of living, the districts have become 
unwieldingly large. A priest, living many miles away 
and the demands of the various parochial activities, tend 
to strain both the physical abilities of the priest as well 
as his automobile, where a high odometer reading ren- 
ders the vehicle as unreliable anymore. 

There are many conflicting opinions as to why our 
more youthful families hesitate to become active church 
members, preferring to stay rather lukewarm or, nego- 
tiate themselves into the Protestant fold or go nowhere 
at all. It is hard to dispute the fact that language has 
played a factor in many cases but we may have to ad- 
mit that our adherence to the centuries-old, autocratic 
practices of worship is being questioned by our younger 
20th century siblings. 

Religious worship today, is a highly competitive busi- 
ness, all selling the same product, “Our Creator God, 
his son & The Holy Spirit’, therefore our objective is 
to somehow, convince those of Ukrainian roots that our 
churches represent a correct atmosphere to enrich our 
mode of worship. Can we say we are failing? 

Since І write from a rural perspective and it is these 
churches that are being impacted with the more serious 
declines in memberships, especially the younger fami- 
lies, it is the creation of the larger pastoral districts that 
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are affecting the Church-Social activities of these com- 
munities. In many ways we suffer from the inability to 
compete with the English Protestant spheres of influ- 
ence to persuade the young folk to commit themselves 
to remain within the Mother Church for the long haul. 

In my near 70 years of earthly existence within the 
Ukrainian religious establishment, part of them as a 
cantor, I see the need for some changes to the present, 
rather autocratic rules of religious worship. Apart from 
the language aspect, we have to examine other factors 
within our church that may affect the waning allegiance 
to the church by our youth. Perhaps for too long, we 
have allowed the Priest/Cantor-Choir to carry the lead- 
ing roles in the Liturgy without active participation 
being encouraged by the rest of those in attendance. 
The viability of the future demands the nurturing of 
the very young. 

І had the occasion to attend a Ukrainian service in a 
Calgary Church once. The voice of the priest and the 
aria’s of the choir were just awesome to hear. Yet, on 
the way home my more youthful host made an inter- 
esting observation. “What we attended was like an op- 
era performance,” it was noted. “Did you notice that 
hardly anyone else in the church contributed to the sing- 
ing?” That observation stuck with me. 

Contrasting that extreme with the other Protestant 
denominations, we see the latter as a less rigid method 
of worship in that the minister has a direct hand into 
formulating the day’s worship format, both in chosen 
readings and hymns that most are familiar with. Often, 
one finds that random individuals are chosen to con- 
tribute to the format as well which increases the par- 
ticipatory feeling and a sense of belonging. In our cases, 
we can often observe that epistle readers are usually 
the same all the time and if the cantor happens to get 
sick in the typical rural church, few if any, can step in 
to carry through. 

The ages-old Ukrainian Church worship, where it 
can exist without the threat of diminishing numbers, is 
still a drawing card for many to come back periodi- 
cally, to the Mother Church. Christmas, Easter, Provody 
& Khram are the usual drawing dates in which the 
church becomes aesthetically fuller with the more 
youthful families and then they sadly retreat to their 
own centres of worship, which in a great many cases, 
is not Ukrainian. Perhaps we are lagging behind in the 
promotion of the product line, which continues to be: 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ, — to be preached to all 
Nations, even unto the ends of the earth. 

In today’s sad world of business, Sports, etc., with 
its desecration of our Sunday and Holy Days, it is of 
utmost importance, that our Vehicle of Faith be adapt- 
able for the conditions of the road ahead, as well as the 
driver and the passengers. Failure on our part not to 
recognize the obstacles and deal with them in promot- 
ing our faith among our very own will only accelerate 
our fundamental frustration and ultimate result. 


sition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
in the fall of 2000 has thrown the 
spotlight on the activities of special 
police units in Ukraine’s Interior 
Ministry. Prosecutor-General 
Svyatoslav Piskun and other senior 
officials in the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office have recently claimed that 
one of the best leads they are pursu- 
ing in Gongadze’s murder is the in- 
volvement of the Interior Ministry’s 
Falcons (Orly), special-forces troops 
attached to the Directorate for Com- 
bating Organized Crime (UBOZ) 
within the ministry. Information 
about the Falcons first appeared on 
the Melnychenko tape released in 
November 2000 that sparked the 
Kuchmagate crisis. This evidence 
has since been backed up by leaked 
letters from anonymous Interior 
Ministry officers. 

As with the JSO and paramilitary 
groups in Yugoslavia under 
Milosevic, and similar units in 
Croatia and Bosnia, the special pur- 
pose Falcons units were involved in 
organized crime. Since the fall of 
2002, some senior and lower-rank- 
ing members of the UBOZ’s Falcons 
have been arrested and charged with 
jointly organizing “death squads” 
together with organized-crime fig- 
ures. 

In addition to shedding light on 
Gongadze’s death, the leaked Inte- 
rior Ministry letters have provided 
information that corroborates and 
complements a 1999 video inter- 
view with ministry officers leaked 
to then-presidential candidate 
Yevhen Marchuk, who admitted that 
they organized the “car accident” 
that led to the death of Rukh leader 
Vyacheslav Chornovil in March 
1999. A KamAZ truck hit the car in 
which Chornovil was traveling, kill- 
ing him and the driver. Chornovil’s 
son Taras, and Hennadiy Udovenko, 
who is Chornovil’s successor as 
head of Rukh, both accuse the au- 
thorities of being behind the “acci- 
dent.” Although Rukh was already 
dividing into two feuding groups 
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just prior to Chornovil’s death, his 
demise rendered the split irrevers- 
ible and thus removed a potential 
threat to Kuchma in the presidential 
elections later that year. 

A similar episode took place in 
Yugoslavia in October 1999. A car 
in which Vuk Draskovic — the head 
of Serbia’s largest opposition party, 
the Serbian Renewal Movement — 
was traveling was also hit by a large 
truck. Draskovic survived, but his 
three bodyguards died, one of whom 
was Draskovic’s brother-in-law. Af- 
ter cooperating with Milosevic in 
government, Draskovic had begun 
making overtures to join the oppo- 
sition Alliance for Change. 

The truck drivers in both 
Chornovil’s and Draskovic’s “car 
accidents” were never prosecuted. 
Djindjic had, however, allowed a 
sensitive trial to begin of policemen 
involved in the Draskovic crash. 
Djindjic himself was the target of a 
similar “accident” last month when 
a large truck, driven by a man alleg- 
edly working for Legija attempted 
to hit his car in what was widely 
believed to be an assassination at- 
tempt. 

The nexus between organized 
crime and internal security forces 
might be cleaned up in Serbia fol- 
lowing Djindjic’s assassination. A 
former assistant chief of a JSO unit 
was arrested on March 25 on suspi- 
cion of participating in Djindjic’s 
assassination. But, in CIS states, 
such as Ukraine, this prospect still 
seems far off. The latest leaked In- 
terior Ministry letter in Ukraine 
claims that the front-runner in next 
year’s presidential elections, Viktor 
Yushchenko, is being trailed by the 
very same Falcons that Prosecutor- 
General Piskun is investigating for 

their possible role in Gongadze’s 
‘murder. 


Dr. Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow 
in the Centre for Russian and East- 
ern European Studies, University of 
Toronto. 
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UOC-KP support peaceful | Ukraine denies joining "апії-Ігаді" coalition 


resolution of Iraq conflict 


(RISU.org.ua)—Patriarch Filaret Denysenko, head of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP), said that his church is 
seriously concerned over the outbreak of war in Iraq and stressed that any 
conflicts should be solved peacefully by the whole international commu- 
nity. This news was reported on March 25. 

According to Patriarch Filaret, the church cannot support war. If the 
Iraqi authorities violated the norms of international law, their responsibil- 
ity should be considered peacefully in accordance with current treaties 
and agreements. 

“We believe that not all means to resolve the conflict have been fully 
explored and want the whole international community to look for ways of 
a peaceful resolution,” stressed Patriarch Filaret. 

According to the Orthodox hierarch, the UOC-KP supports the position 
of heads of national Orthodox churches and other religious leaders, in 
particular Pope John Paul II, that have spoken against the military resolu- 
tion of the Iraq conflict. One of the reasons for this is the possibility that a 
military conflict in Iraq can grow into World War III and lead to global 
opposition between the Christian and Islamic civilizations. 

“We believe that Christianity and Islam should coexist peacefully and 
do everything possible to prevent war on the earth. Today, mankind has 
accumulated such great amounts of weapons that can destroy all life on 
our planet. That is why we are praying ... for a peaceful resolution of this 
conflict.” 


Cardinal Husar addresses 
faithful on Iraq war 


(RISU.org.ua)—On March 21, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), addressed the clergy, faithful 
and people of good will, expressing his concern over the Iraq conflict and 
spiritual situation in the world. 

He stated that the war in Iraq testifies to the decay of humanity’s moral 
values and called upon everyone to make their contribution towards the 
restoration of humanity, part of which is also Ukraine, its people, commu- 
nities and families. 

“Tt is impossible to keep peace by armed force. Peace in countries, com- 
munities ... according to Pope John Paul II, cannot be settled without 
justice... Only when everybody observes the commandments of God... 
will the earth be a decent place for normal and peaceful ... life,” said 
Cardinal Husar. 

In addition, the Greek Catholic cardinal called upon the faithful to pray 
for those “who take part in military actions and for those who will suffer 
from them.” 


Kyiv denies selling anti-tank missiles 
(RFE/RL)—Foreign Ministry spokesman Markiyan Lubkivsky on April 
1 denied that Ukraine has supplied antitank Kornet missiles to Iraq, UNIAN 
reported. “Newsweek” reported on March 31 that Iraq has purchased 1,000 
laser-guided Kornet missiles. The magazine cited unidentified Pentagon 
generals as saying that Ukrainian dealers sold about 500 Kornets to Iraq 
in January. According to Lubkivsky, the report is “yet another attempt” to 
undermine Ukraine’s international standing. 


Kuchma pledges humanitarian aid 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma told journalists in Kyiv on March 
26 that Ukraine, “within the limits of its capabilities,” will provide hu- 
manitarian assistance to Iraq, UNIAN reported. Kuchma also said Kyiv 
wants to participate in the postwar reconstruction of Iraq, but added that 
he does not know whether Ukraine will be “allowed” to do so. 


Kuchma mum on Russia arms sales 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma said he would keep 
“mum” and not comment on US accusations Russia allowed its compa- 
nies to sell arms to Iraq in violation of UN resolutions, March 25. He said 
he would “occupy the same position Russia did” when Ukraine was ac- 
cused of selling Kolchugas radar systems to Iraq. “I will keep silent,” he 
said. He reiterated Ukraine had not supplied Kolchugas to Iraq. 


Medjlis supports battalion 

(Eastern Economist)—The Medjlis of Crimean Tatars said on March 24 it 
hoped there would be no wronged victims in the war in Iraq, and that 
military actions would incur only small losses to the civilian population. 
A Medjlis statement said the organization, which unites Crimean Tatars, 
supported the Verkhovna Rada’s decision to send a special battalion to 
Kuwait. It concluded by saying Tartars did not support Iraq’s aggressive 
policies. 


War will cost $30M in exports 


(Eastern Economist)—The war in Iraq will cost Ukraine US$300 million 
in export said Economy Minister Khoroshkovskiy, March 24. He said he 
believed metal producers, which are the largest exporters to Iraq, would 
find new markets quickly. NBU Governor Tyhipko, confirmed he felt losses 
to Ukrainian exporters would be around $300 million. He said this was 
not a critical level. 


War hasn’t affected market 


(Eastern Economist)—The war against Iraq has not affected the country’s 
stock market, said experts from the Sokrat financial company, March 24. 
They said it had only confirmed the low liquidity of the Ukrainian market 
and the total lack of interest from investors. 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL/Hlavret/ForUm/Eastern Econo- 
mist)—Foreign Ministry spokesman Markiyan 
Lubkivsky on April 1 told journalists that the Ukrai- 
nian Foreign Ministry has never asked the United States 
to consider Ukraine a member of the “anti-Iraqi coali- 
tion,” according to UNIAN. 

However, it can be included in that same coalition if 
its purpose is humanitarian, he added. 

“Ukraine can be said to be a participant of this coali- 
tion only in view of its providing a humanitarian con- 
tribution,” Lubkivsky stated. At the same time, he un- 
derlined that Ukraine opposes calling the countries that 
entered into war against Iraq anti-Iraqi coalition. 

“It is the American party’s position. We are against 
calling this coalition anti-Iraqi,” he said. 

Lubkivsky underscored that the contribution of 
Ukraine is the radiochemical and bacteriological bat- 
talion sent to Kuwait in case weapons of mass destruc- 
tion are used. 

“These are our only functions and the only contribu- 
tion into the coalition, if we can be said to be a mem- 
ber of this so-called coalition’’, he said. 

He was apparently referring to a statement made on 
March 29 by U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos 
Pascual, who said Kyiv consented to the U.S. request 
that Ukraine be mentioned during a speech U.S. Presi- 
dent George W. Bush gave the previous week in Tampa, 
Florida, as a supporter of the U.S.-led military action 
against Iraq. 

In an official press release issued March 25, the White 
House included Ukraine along with 47 other countries 
in “a Coalition that has already begun military opera- 
tions to disarm Iraq of its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and enforce 17 UNSC resolutions.” 

“The Coalition will also liberate the Iraqi people from 
one of the worst tyrants and most brutal regimes on earth. 

“Contributions from Coalition member nations range 
from: direct military participation, logistical and intelli- 
gence support, specialized chemical/biological response 
teams, over-flight rights, humanitarian and reconstruc- 


tion aid, to political support,” stated the White House. 

The list includes Turkey, which has allowed over- 
flight rights, but refused to let the United States launch 
a ground attack from its territory. Among some of the 
other countries included are Tonga, Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, Paulau and the Solomon Islands. 

That same day, U.S. Ambassador to Canada, Paul 
Celluci said members of the coalition fully support the 
U.S. war effort. 

“Tronically, the Canadian naval vessels, aircraft and 
personnel in the Persian Gulf I mentioned earlier who 
are fighting terrorism will provide more support indi- 
rectly to this war in Ігад than most of the 46 countries 
that are fully supporting our efforts there,” he said in a 
speech to Toronto’s Empire Club 

“We are at war to liberate Iraq, to protect the people 
of the United States and other countries from the деу- 
astating impact of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction 
being used by terrorists or the Iraqi government to kill 
thousands of innocent civilians. This is a direct secu- 
rity threat to the people of the United States. 

“That is why we feel so strongly about this and why 
we are so disappointed that Canada is not fully sup- 
porting us,” he said. 

March 27 Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoli Zlenko 
ruled out the possibility of the use of the Ukrainian 
battalion for radiological, chemical and bacteriologi- 
cal defense outside Kuwait. 

Commenting on a speech by US President George 
Bush, Zlenko on March 27 noted: “We certainly take 
into consideration such assessment by the US side con- 
cerning our position and acts in connection with the 
crisis around Iraq, but take it only as the US opinion on 
Ukraine’s role in the efforts of the international com- 
munity to settle the Iraqi crisis.” 

On March 26, Bush announced at a US Air Force 
base that forces of Ukraine and other five European 
countries have been located in the region of the Per- 
sian Gulf and are ready to react in case the weapon of 
mass destruction is used in any past of the region. 


Verkhovna Rada condemns U.S war on Iraq 


By Askold Krushelnycky 
and Aleksander Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 20 
adopted by a vote of 229 to five a resolution condemn- 
ing the U.S.-led attack on Iraq, Interfax reported. 

“The Verkhovna Rada demands that the military ac- 
tions of the United States, Great Britain, and other coun- 
tries on the territory of Iraq be immediately halted and 
all the foreign military formations be withdrawn from 
this country,” the resolution states. 

The Razumkoy Center for Economic and Political 
Studies found in a poll conducted from Feb. 27 to March 
5 that 90.5 percent of Ukrainians do not support the 
military action in Iraq. 

Those who do oppose the war are not only tradition- 
ally anti-American communists. They also include 
people who admire America and her role in the past 
century in fighting for freedom in Europe and standing 
up to the Soviet Union’s tyranny. 

Ivan Dzyuba is one of Ukraine’s best-known former 
Soviet-era dissidents, an author and a figure still promi- 
nent in Ukraine’s intellectual life. He said he has been 
taken aback by the actions of the U.S. —a country that 
he says is a symbol of liberty. He said he would join 
any antiwar demonstrations. “The womb of democracy 
is transforming itself into an international criminal be- 
fore our very eyes. What’s happening is impossible to 
understand,” Dzyuba said. 

An unscientific poll conducted by RFE/RL Kyiv 
bureau reporter Pavlo Volvac showed that out of 10 


people questioned randomly on the street, only one 
supports war against Iraq. Others, like Timosei, a stu- 
dent, are skeptical about the reasons for war. “This is a 
war about oil, not about democracy and freedom. If it 
was about democracy, then well.... But if the U.S. was 
acting democratically, it wouldn’t behave this way. A 
war for oil is a war for money and not for freedom. 
[Justifying the war by saying it is a fight against] ter- 
rorism is just a cover,” Timosei said. 

Pensioner Bohdana, who lived through World War 
П, said: “There should be no war because this will turn 
into yet another world war and entire peoples will die, 
not just in Iraq, because the war will spread to other 
continents. That’s why I’m against this war. They [world 
leaders] should use their heads and think about what 
they’re doing.” 

She agreed that the danger of terrorism must be tack- 
led, but not by a war that could cost the lives of inno- 
cents. “Let them capture the terrorists and put them on 
trial for what they do. But let the other people live in 
peace. Let the Iraqis bring up their children and let them 
take joy in this life, which is only given once,” Bohdana 
said. 

Businessman Thor, опе of the minority who supports 
the war, explained why: “It is not worth waiting until 
this modern Hitler [Saddam Hussein] is in a position to 
blackmail the whole world. If there had been strong lead- 
ers in 1933 [when Hitler took power], Europe would 
not have had to endure the horror of World War II and 
would not have had to pay such a terrible price in lives.” 


No Kolchugas seen yet in Iraq, says U.S. Ambassador 


(Eastern Economist)—US Ambassador Carlos 
Pascual said American forces in Iraq had not yet found 
any radar systems that Washington suspected were sold 
to Baghdad and which would put American and Brit- 
ish pilots at risk, March 28. 

US and British experts who last fall investigated 
whether any of the systems were actually sent to Iraq 
reported a “credible possibility” that Ukraine sent 
Kolchugas to Baghdad through a third country, but they 
did not find proof and accused Ukrainian officials of 
stonewalling the probe. 


The previous day President Leonid Kuchma told re- 
porters he thought the war in Iraq would clear up any 
questions about whether his country sold Kolchuga 
radar systems to Baghdad. 

Kuchma denied again that he authorized the sale of 
Kolchuga radar equipment to Iraq, violating UN sanc- 
tions. The US made the accusations against Kuchma 
last September, saying it has an audiotape of a conver- 
sation in which he approved the sale. 

Kuchma has repeatedly said the tape has been al- 
tered to make him seem guilty. 


Tymoshenko says NBC battalion not safe in Kuwait 


(Eastern Economist)’—In an exclusive interview 
with EED, March 24, opposition leader Yulia 
Tymoshenko said she had doubts sending the Ukrai- 
nian chemical defense battalion to Kuwait could be 
called humanitarian help. 

She said: “The battalion, as everybody knows, is 
being sent to Kuwait. Kuwait is taking part in the war 
on the side of the US, that is, Kuwait today is ina war 
with Iraq. We are sending a battalion to a Kuwait that 


is now in war against Iraq.” 

She continued saying: “This is not a humanitarian 
action because our chemical battalion is completely un- 
important to the US and to Kuwait as a real unit that is 
going to protect someone from someone else.” 

Tymoshenko added that if Iraq took some action of war 
against Kuwait, because it is at war with Iraq, “our 500 
guys who came there to show Ukraine’s co-involvement 
can be simply killed there...It is completely immoral.” 
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Our Ukraine party conference ends with 


call for broad pro-democracy unity 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—One year ago on March 31, Ukraine held 
parliamentary elections that reflected support for demo- 
cratic reforms but that led to the formation of a gov- 
ernment that is largely loyal to President Leonid 
Kuchma. 

Most opinion polls show that the overwhelming 
majority of Ukrainians want to see the end of Kuchma’s 
presidential term. He has been blamed for corruption, 
election rigging, and dragging his country into eco- 
nomic ruin. He is also accused of ruling in an increas- 
ingly authoritarian style, using political repression and 
media crackdowns to keep his opponents at bay. 

Not surprisingly, the same polls indicate that, were 
presidential elections to be held today, most Ukraini- 
ans would throw their support behind a different can- 
didate: Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko. 

On March 29, the Our Ukraine bloc held a forum 
aimed at reflecting on the past year since the parlia- 
mentary elections and at adopting a strategy for the 
months ahead: primarily, how best to achieve a 
Yushchenko victory in next year’s presidential elec- 
tions. 

The forum concluded with the aim of reaching out 
to other parties with common positions to create a for- 
mal, broad coalition unifying the opposition. 

Yushchenko said Kuchma’s supporters had used in- 
timidation and other forms of pressure on many parlia- 
mentary deputies, including Our Ukraine bloc mem- 
bers, in order to force them to abandon their allegiance 
to democratic parties. But Yushchenko said Kuchma 
has not succeeded in destroying parliament’s pro-de- 
mocracy forces and that he expects to rally many of 
these people back to his side. Yushchenko also prom- 
ised Our Ukraine’s supporters would not be forgotten. 
“We know how many hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
people have lost their jobs just because they provided 
a hall for an Our Ukraine election campaign meeting 
or were in some way connected to the Our Ukraine 
bloc. To those people I say: “Be patient. All of this will 
soon pass. We remember you,’” Yushchenko said. 

More than 700 people — members of Our Ukraine 

and representatives of other political parties from across 
Ukraine — attended the weekend conference that was 
held in a crowded hall at Kyiv’s Polytechnic Institute. 
The leaders of some parties working within the Our 
Ukraine bloc — including Viktor Pynzenyk, the head 
of the Reforms and Order Party — said they were ready 
to dissolve their own parties if Our Ukraine transformed 
itself from a coalition into a unified party. “Those par- 
ties that have entered the Our Ukraine bloc have lost a 
part, and not a small part, of their sovereignty. But 
through that loss everyone has gained, and gained not 
a little. However, we only took half a step. That step 
has to be completed. Recidivist moves toward [politi- 
cal] separatism within Our Ukraine can be defeated by 
the swift formation of one united party. I am today pre- 
pared to surrender my authority as the head of the Party 
of Reforms and Order and to sign a declaration of en- 
try into this new party, and I call upon others here to do 
the same,” Pynzenyk said. 

Pynzenyk said that a broader opposition front will 
help not only Yushchenko’s election bid but that it will 
also provide the first steps toward fundamentally re- 
forming Ukraine’s political system in order to better 
reflect the hopes and desires of the Ukrainian popula- 
tion. 

Some of those at the conference, while expressing 
support for Our Ukraine, did not say they were ready 
to enter a new united party or commit themselves to 
Yushchenko as the opposition’s sole presidential can- 


Yushchenko to visit Canada 


(UCC National)—Viktor Yushchenko, a Member of 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada (Parliament), will visit 
Canada from May 10 to 17 at the invitation of the East 
West Institute of Canada in order to meet key Cana- 
dian government, political and business people. 

Ina letter, dated Feb. 24, 2003, Oleh Rybachuk, Chief 
of Staff of “Our Ukraine” Coalition Leader’s Office, 
requested that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
be the chief coordinator for all meetings between 
Yushchenko and the Ukrainian Canadian community. 

The UCC has agreed to facilitate such meetings in 
order to enable the Ukrainian Canadian community to 

obtain further insight on the current situation in Ukraine. 
The UCC also hopes that such meetings will continue 
strengthening the special partnership between Canada 
and Ukraine. 

A banquet in honour of Viktor Yushchenko will be 
held on May 16 at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto. 
The UCC will release information about other planned 
events with Yushchenko as it becomes available. 
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didate. 

One of those was Oleksandr Moroz, the leader of 
Ukraine’s Socialist Party, who enjoys widespread sup- 
port in Ukraine and, like Yushchenko, also has a repu- 
tation for political integrity. Moroz said he agreed with 
the need for broad cooperation and proposed that a for- 
mal pact of cooperation be signed between the Social- 
ists, Our Ukraine, the Communists, and the powerful 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, which is led by Ukraine’s 
most powerful female politician. 

Moroz said: “The four political forces that are in par- 
liament should sign a memorandum together in which 
they state their position on political reforms. And this 
should form the basis for political cooperation in the 
future.” 

The proposal received warm applause from the con- 
ference audience. But Yushchenko may think twice 
before signing a formal compact with the Communists, 
a move many of his supporters would likely oppose. 

Among other subjects discussed were Kuchma’s pro- 
posed constitutional amendments, which would shift 
the balance of Ukrainian politics from presidential to 
parliamentary dominance. ; 

The Kuchma administration has reportedly held be- 
hind-the-scenes consultations with political parties to 
offer stronger parliamentary control in exchange for 
an extension of Kuchma’s presidential term by two 
years, until 2006. 

Yushchenko and other members of Our Ukraine say 
the presidential initiative is a ploy to hold on to power 
by any means. They say the extension of the presiden- 
tial term would allow the current administration suffi- 
cient time to secure victory for a Kuchma loyalist who 
would shield Kuchma and his allies from possible pros- 
ecution and allow them to maintain considerable influ- 
ence in business and political fields. 

Yushchenko said he would not support Kuchma’s 
plans and that he did not believe Kuchma would gain 
the two-thirds of the parliamentary vote necessary to 
change the constitution. “I don’t want to waste time, 
my friends — yours or mine — on criticism from the 
sidelines that [Kuchma’s proposals] conceal pseudo- 
reforms that, by ignoring the law and the constitution, 
provide instruments to interfere directly with the rights 
and norms of the constitution to bring about in the coun- 
try elections without an election,” Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko continued, saying the proposals would 
“leave what we currently have but in a stronger form, a 
situation where parliament cannot do its job, and soci- 
ety is splintered.” 

The forum concluded by rejecting the presidential 
initiative and formally calling on Our Ukraine to work 
toward the creation of the broad political coalition ad- 
vocated by Yushchenko and others. 

The conference was marked by an upbeat atmo- 
sphere. Yushchenko, in his closing speech, reflected 
Our Ukraine’s confident mood. “I’m certain that we’ve 
emerged [from today’s meeting] with a new, strength- 
ened sense that only together can we achieve the goal 
we dream of: to change the Ukrainian government and 
install a Ukrainian democracy,” Yushchenko said. 

Many conference attendees said they felt democratic 
forces were now in a better position than ever for vic- 
tory at the ballot box. Moreover, they said, a 

Yushchenko victory was assured as long as democratic 
forces stuck together and did not allow themselves to 
be divided, as in previous elections. 
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Виступ об'єднаного хору та виконавців концерту. 


Молодь в поклоні Шевченкові 


II. Саварин 

Так було написано на програмі 
концерту, який влаштував Едмон- 
тонський відділ К УК і Українське 
музичне товариство Альберти 9— 
го березня в Домі Української мо- 
лоді. І справді: в програмі концер- 
ту, при заповненій залі публікою, 
в основі родичами виконавців, на 
чолі із Владикою Кир Лаврентієм, 
кількома священиками і міністром 
Євгеном Звоздецьким, взяло 
участь зо дві сотні школярів і 
молоді, членів Пласту, СУМУ, 
СУМКУ, УНО, двомовних шкіл і 
Курсів українознавства ім. Івана 
Франка. А що майбутнє україн- 
ської спільноти в Канаді залежа- 
тиме якраз від школярів і молоді, 
то КУК і Українському музич- 
ному товариству належиться 
велике признання за влаштування 
такого концерту. Немає бо 
кращого вчителя, як любити 


добро, правду, красу, волю і свій 
народ як Шевченко, а концерт був 
в більшості побудований на його 
творах 1 йому присвячений. Текст 
програми уклала Галя Котович, а 
доброю коментаторкою і справ- 
ною ведучою концертом була 
Зеня Мартинків. 

Почався концерт «Заповітом» 
Шевченка у виконанні 62 учнів 
двомовних шкіл ім. о. Кенет 
Кирнз і св. Матея, під диригенту- 


"рою Лілеї Волянської, з Гриною 


Тарнавською при фортеп'яні. Як 
вже давно ввійшло у практику, 
публіка вислухала «Заповіт» сто- 
ячи. Ці ж учні, всі у вишиванках, 
теж з чуттям заспівали поезію 
Шевченка «Зацвіла в долині чер- 
вона калина». Після вступного 
слова голови Едмонтонського 
КУК п. Миколи Воротиленка, 
учні Курсів українознавства ім. 
Івана Франка, з 12-річним Юлі- 
яном Саварином у ролі Тараса, 
знаменито зіграли виставу Арка- 
дія Животка «Однієї ночі» і 
картину Володимира Переяславця 
«У широкий світ». 

Слідував монтаж деклямацій і 
пісень до слів або на честь Шев- 
ченка драматичного гуртка «Дже- 
рело» при УНО (15 осіб), укладу 
Олі Миц, з Любою Качмар при 
фортеп'яні. Далі, в офермленні 
Марії Дитиняк і помочі Юрія 
Дитиняка, під диригентурою 
Михайла Саварина виступила 
велика пластова група (60 осіб) і 
під супровід 5-ти музичних ін- 
струментів, продеклямувала урив- 
ки з «Гамалії» Шевченка і заспі- 
вала дві народні пісні «Стоїть явір 
над водою», та «Ревуха», а також 
Шевченкове «У туркені». Після 
коротенької точки на фортеп'яні 
- Андрій Кунев заграв «народний 
танець» М. Скорика - виступила 


група СУМівців в ч. 23 осіб. Вони 
продеклямували уривки i3 
шевченкової «Розритої могили» і 
заспівали під диригентурою Ксені 
Федини уривок з Шевченкової 
поеми «Сон», «Світанок». Далі 
виступив дитячий хор церкви св. 
Миколая (15 осіб) під дириген- 
турою Джойс Хруник-Рудяк з 
піснями «Садок вишневий» 
Шевченка, музика К. Стеценка, і 
популярною музичною компози- 
цією І. Надійського «Слава кобза- 
реві». З вишневими галузками і 
національними прапорцями в 
руках, цей хор звучав дзвінко, як 
справжній хор, а рефрен пісні «за 
життя народу, волю і свободу, 
муки він терпів», лишив на учас- 
никах помітне враження, бо вони 
нагородили його не менш дзвінки- 
ми оплесками. 

З черги молодечий СУМКІвсь- 
кий хор в ч. 11 осіб під дириген- 
турою Юлії Мартишак заспівав 
пісні «Іванчику-Болоданчику», 
«Серед села дичка» і «В гаю зеле- 
неньким». Слідував інстурмен- 
тальний ансамбль «Чайка» в ч. 16 
музик, під диригентурою Людвика 
Маріянича і в його ж таки обробці, 
який заграв «Поклін тобі Тарасе», 
«Тече вода зпід явора» 1 «Реве та 
стогне Дніпр широкий» Шевчен- 
ка. Після подяки голови Україн- 
ського музичного товариства 
Люби Бойко-Бел виконавцям, 
організаторам i учасникам кон- 
церту, всі виконавці - у виши- 
ванках або одностроях, що аж очі 
милувало! - вийшли на сцену і 
закінчили концерт національним 
славнем «Ще не вмерла Україна». 

Немає сумніву: Шевченко віч- 
ний, а школярі і молодь, які вив- 
чать і полюблять його за молоду, 
полюблять і Україну. 


Виступає «Джерело». 
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(UkrNews)—Over 100 people at- 
tended a ceremony at the University 
of Alberta renaming the Ukrainian 
Folklore Archives after its founder, 
Dr. Bohdan Medwidsky, March 27. 

First started in 1977, the archives 
now contain 35,000 items in a wide 
variety of media, making it the larg- 
est one in the world, outside of 
Ukraine. 

Speaking at the ceremony, Alberta 
Community Development Minister 
Gene Zwozdesky described it as "ап 
enormously important folklore col- 
lection” which “provides an ex- 
tremely valuable resource for our 
students to learn from.” 

"Гі very impressed that the ob- 
jective of the Bohdan Medwidsky 
Folklore Archive parallel the man 
himself — as the person who had a 
vision and a dream and the tenacity 
to see it through,” he said. 

“That what Professor Medwidsky 
set about to help create.... has really 
now culminated in something of 
which we are all now enormously 
proud,” added Zwozdesky. 

Dan Woolf, Dean of Arts at the U 
of A said that it is hard to overstate 
Dr. Medwidsky’s impact on the 
study and promotion of Ukrainian 
folklore in Canada. 

“Since founding the Ukrainian 
Folklore Program in 1977, he has 
worked tirelessly to enhance the pro- 
file of the program both at home and 
abroad. This effort came to fruition 
in 2001, when the Ukrainian Folk- 

lore Centre was officially opened. 

BOVERe stems years. Prot 
Medwidsky’s work in fund devel- 
opment and program promotion has 
been nothing short of remarkable — 
a tribute indeed to the things one can 
accomplish when one is motivated 
by a love of learning and a commit- 
ment to cultural and historical pres- 
ervation. He is a hugely successful 
fundraiser, having established and 
cultivated a set of endowments 

whose combined market value is 
now approaching four million dol- 
lars. 

“What has this pioneering work 
meant to the University of Alberta 
and the community of Edmonton? 
Quite simply, it has helped to estab- 
lish us as one of the leading centres 
for Ukrainian studies on the conti- 


At the ee aoe Left to Right: Don Bruce, Gene Zwozdesky, Dan Woolf, Administrator Theresa 
Warenycia, Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, Dr. Bohdan Medwidsky and Archivist Alexander Makar. 


Archives renamed after 
founder Dr. Medwidsky 


nent — a place that attracts public 
interest, scholarly acclaim and as- 
piring students from around the 
world — indeed, from Eastern Eu- 
rope itself,” he said. 

Don Bruce, Chair of the Modern 
Languages and Cultural Studies de- 
partment at the U of A said that to 
make any project work there are at 
least three key elements — a cham- 
pion, who carries the project for- 
ward, lobbies effectively, and en- 
sures its success, substantive content 
and material and institutional sup- 
port. 

“Over the years I have come to 
see that Bohdan has provided and 
developed all of these elements into 
a structure in order to create the 
Ukrainian Folklore program 

“Tn terms of structure he has done 
this by establishing a comprehensive 
system; 

“e The Huculak endowment for 
the Chair of Ukrainian Culture and 
Ethnography 

“e The Kirilyw endowment to pro- 
vide funding for students 

“e The Archive endowment to pro- 
vide funding for the Archive projects 

“e The Friends Society to provide 
for ongoing community support and 
fund raising.” He said. 

Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, Direc- 
tor of the Ukrainian Folklore Cen- 
tre, said there were three major mile- 
stones in the development of the 
Ukrainian Folklore Program. 

The first was in 1977, when Dr. 
Medwidsky taught his first course 
in the field, the second around 1990 
when the Ukrainian Folklore Pro- 
gram shifted from one professor to 
two’ and the third is the shift is from 
two professors to an active research 
centre. 

“The Ukrainian Folklore Centre 
was founded in 2001, and the Cen- 
tre now has an administrator, an ar- 
chivist, a research profile, a publi- 
cations program, an active cohort of 
graduate students that interact with 
each other and feed of each others’ 
strengths. The Bohdan Medwidsky 
Ukrainian Folklore Archives is an 

absolutely central element to the 
existence of this centre, as it has now 
gained the critical mass to become 
a significant resource for people in- 
terested in the field,” he said. 
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UKRAINIAN TRAVEL SERVICE 
WELCOME TO UKRAINE 


We are happy to present 
Exclusive Fully Escorted First Class Tours 
with All-inclusive Meals. 


We propose different itineraries - Visit Kyiv, Lviv, Chernihiv, 
Uzhhorod, Chernivtsi, Kolomiya, Yalta and many other cities; try 
Ukrainian food and great wines; be part of folklore holiday celebra- 
tion in Hutsulshchyna and many more! 


т. 


Сіегадтат 
Travel Service 


Get discounts — put together your group of 10 or more 


Contact us by phone, fax, mail or e-mail, or Check our website 
for dates and prices , or Contact your travel agent 

Tel/fax: +650 871 1769 web site: isitukraine.info 
e-mail: in kraine.inf 


UKRAINIAN WOMEN 
UKRAINIAN NATIG 


Ukrainian National Federation Hall 
10629 - 98 Street 


FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 2003 
7 pm - Official Open 
Stefan Melnychenko, 


Dr. Medwidsky said the Program 
was developed partly because “the 
diminishing, in those early days, of 
the Ukrainian language in the Eu- 
ropean homeland was of great con- 
cern to our nationally conscious 
community in Canada, and in other 
major settlements of the Ukrainian 
Diaspora the world over.” 

“Ukrainians have had one of the 
richest folk cultures in the world. 
However, just as with our language, 
the saying does: “Use it or loose it.’ 
Many of our traditional practices are 
fading away. We urgently have to 
record, tape, photograph and other- 
wise document them soon. This is our 
obligation to our pioneer ancestors. 
We cannot let them down,” he added. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12 
10 ат -5 pm 
SUNDAY, APRIL 13 
12 noon —5 рт 


НАЙКРАЩІ ФІНАНСОВІ УМОВИ 


MORTGAGE & FINANCIAL SERVICES FOR 


- Condominiums « Homes « Commercial Property 
. Ману | . Resort PTODET в = Business Financial 


get TER нь Pai, 


Prime - 1/2% 


3 year Variable Rate Closed 


Benefits POSS 4 

- Convert to Fixed Term # any time Ж ee 
- Accelerated Payment so you can repay емо peta 
your mortgage sooner 

Rate capped at 5.99% for the term 512 Bristol Rd. West, Unic #1 
- Ask for details Mississauga. Onarrio L5R 32! 

є Rate Subject to Change without notice 1905) 568-9890 

т Offer expires june 30, 2003 


SO-USE CREDIT UNION LTD. 


Віра Славутич 
відійшла у вічність 


11 березня 2003 року, після довгої та тяжкої хвороби (мала відкриту 
операцію серця вісім років тому) блаженної пам'яті Віра Славутич 
(дівоче прізвище Цибар), дружина проф. Яра Славутича, відійшла у 
вічність. Похована на кладовищі Св. Михаїла в Едмонтоні. 

Бл. п. Віра народилася 1923 року на Мелітопільщині. Батька 
знищили московські колоністи, загарбники України, а їй із матір'ю 
довелося зазнати багато поневірянь. Однак, після завершення середньої 
освіти, їй пощастило повчитися два роки в Криворізькому 
педагогічному інституті, який не змогла закінчити через початок війни. 

Одружившися з Яром Славутичем 1948 р. в Ашафенбурзі (Баварія), 
наступного року вона емігрує до Америки. Поки її чоловік завершував 
свою освіту в Пенсильванському університеті, вона працювала 
швачкою кілька років, що дуже допомагало фінансово родині. Після 
п'яти років у Каліфорнії, де чоловік викладав українську мову, родина 
переїхала до Канади. Була п. Віра ввесь час удома, виховуючи сина й 
дочку, кілька років навчала української мови в суботній школі при 
Катедрі Святого Івана в Едмонтоні. Одночасно писала навчальні 
матеріяли для тутешніх українських шкіл та оповідання для дітей. 
Дещо з того надруковано в серії читанок, що вийшла у світ під наглядом 
учительки Ксенії Турко. 

Варто підкреслити, що протягом 54-річного одруження п. Віра 
постійно допомагала своєму чоловікові у передруку його творів, 
наукових праць і підручників з української мови для англійськомовних. 
Була дуже доброю дружиною, любленою матір'ю та зразковою 
бабусею для онуків. Вічна їй пам'ять! 

Славутичі - Ap, Богдан, Оксана, Богданко, Левко, Еммануєля 
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Кому ставити пам'ятник? 


Михайло Кучер 

голова Товариського Суду Краєвої Управи 
Братства i почесний голова станиці Братства кол. 
вояків І-шої УД УНА в Едмонтоні 

У журналі «Вісті Комбатанта» Но.4 за 2001 р. 
було повідомлення Краєвої Управи Братства кол. 
вояків 1-шої УД УНА Канади, в якому пишуть: 
«Управа Братства «Броди Лев», з Управою Братства 
кол. вояків 1-шої Дивізії Української Національної 
Армії, звертається до ветеранів Дивізії «Таличина» 
та до Української громади в діяспорі за допомогою 
зреалізувати будову пам'ятника воякам 1-шої УД 
УНА та Українському Юнацтву протиповітряної 
оборони на «Полі Почесних Поховань», коло «Ме- 
моріялу УГА», на Кладовищі "Музею Личаківсько- 
му Цвинтарі у Львові. Старання, котрі тривали понад 
два роки увінчались успіхом, бо виєднано згоду уп- 
рави міста Львова та дирекції Музею Личаківського 
Цвинтаря на поставлення цього пам'ятника. 

На ветеранах цих військових з'єднань та членах 
нашої громади лежить обов'язок увіковічнення 
пам'яті Дивізії i Українського Юнацтва, котрі підчас 
2-ої світової війни, як наслідники УСС і УГА 
продовжували боротьбу за відновлення Української 
Держави. Цей пам'ятник буде стояти на промінен- 
тному місці «Поля Почесних Поховань», а також 
недалеко від польської ділянки цвинтаря, знаного 
колись, як «Оброньцуф Львова - Орлента», котрий 
перебудував польський уряд. При наявності польсь- 
ких пам'ятників було би великою кривдою для 
дивізійників, коли б на цьому музейному цвинтарі у 
Львові, де Дивізія мала свій початок, не було гідної 
символіки, котра би увіковічнила пам'ять про їхню 
боротьбу за Україну в 2- ій світовій війні. 

Це повідомлення було великою і прикрою нови- 
ною, бо до цього часу не було жодної згадки про на- 
мір будувати такий пам'ятник для Дивізії й Україн- 
ського Юнацтва. По прочитанню цього звернення я 
написав листа до Краєвої Управи Братства кол. 
вояків 1-шої УД УНА в Торонто, в якому висловив 
мої погляди відносно будови цього пам'ятника. Ось 
його зміст: 

«Шановні Побратими! 

Я був заскочений Вашим закликом за допомогою 


зреалізувати будову пам'ятника воякам 1-шої УД 
УНА та Українському Юнацтву протиповітряної 
оборони на «Полі Почесних Поховань» коло «Мемо- 
ріялу УГА», на Кладовищі - Музею Личаківському 
Цвинтарі у Львові. 

Мені не відомо про звернення-запитник, чи нам 
кол. воякам 1-шої УД УНА, наслідникам УСС і УГА 
доцільно ставити собі пам'ятник. А що з УПА? Не 
є вона спадкоємцем УСС і УГА? Що сталося з 
пам'ятником побудованим студентами Львівського 
Університету біля Ясенева, знайдено і покарано 
вандалів? 

Уважаю, що ми не повинні ставити собі пам'ят- 
ника, тим більше, що Уряд України не визнав нас 
воюючою формацією, яка боролася за волю 
України. 

Думаю, що краща розв'язка до цієї справи це - 
перебудова «Меморіялу УГА», або на його місці 
поставити високий обеліск, увінчаний тризубом, 
яким відзначувалося б усі українські регулярні вій- 
ськові формації, які в минулому століттю боролися 
за волю України, включно з духовенством, лікарями 
і медсестрами». 

Закінчив мойого листа проханням узяти мої 
завваги під дискусію, щоби зробити остаточне 
рішення. 

Відповіді на мойого листа не одержав, за те у 
журналі «Вісті Комбатанта» Ho.1 за 2003 р. є нове 
повідомлення відносно будови цього пам'ятника. В 
ньому Краєва Управа Братства кол. вояків 1-шої 
УД УНА проголошує збірку фондів на будову 
Пам'ятника Воїнам Української Національної Армії, 
вірним послідовникам Визвольної боротьби України 
(1-ша Дивізія «Галичина» — 2-га Дивізія «Вільна 
Україна» - Українське Юнацтво). Пам'ятник висо- 
тою чотири метри, стоятиме у Музею «Личаків- 
ський Цвинтар» у Львові. Відкриття і посвячення 
відбудеться 19 липня 2003 року під час відзначення 
60- ліття створення дивізії «Галичина». Кошти будо- 
ви пам'ятника 50,374 ам. долярів. Пожертви в Канаді 
просимо слати: Brotherhood of Veterans of 1st UD 
UNA, 4 Bearwood Drive, Etobicoke, ON, Canada, M9A 
4G4. Посилки з інших країн слати: “Brody-Lew” Р.О. 
Box 261 Cooper Station, New York 10276, USA. 


Борис Олександрів-Грибінський, 
«100 поезій» - Вибрана лірика, 1943-1979 


Ярослава Зорич 
Київ, Юніверс, 2003, ст. 152. 

Вибрана лірика, 1943-1979 рр. Бориса 
Олександрова містить 100 поезій, в тому 9 
перекладів світової лірики, скорочене слово про 
поета та ілюстрації Мирона Левицького зі збірок 
Б. Олександрова, виданих ще за життя обох мистців. 
Редактор видання і автор післямови — поєт, 
перекладач і літературознавець Леонід Череватенко 
закінчує свою післямову такими словами: «Отож, 
перед нами доробок двох мистців, які немовби 
звітують: як і чим жила наша діаспора у повоєнні 
часи. I ми зайвий раз пересвідчуємося: то не були 
змарновані роки й зусилля. Творчість Б. 
Олександрова і творчість М. Левицького суттєво 
доповнили і збагатили мистецьку скарбницю 
України. Ця збірка доводить переконливо: 
українська поезія розвивалася в XX столітті не лише 
на рідних теренах, а й далеко за межами 
Батьківщини, - і продовжено її досить успішно, 
плідно, і наслідки виявилися вдалими. Скажемо 
більше: сьогодні вже цілковито ясно, що без таких 
діаспорних письменників значно біднішою, 
обмеженішою була б материкова українська 
література, що Б. Окесандрів не тільки талановитий 
продовжувач великої справи українських класиків, 
великої української традиції, а й справжній класик 
української поезії буремного і трагічного, але й 
багато в чому вирішального для нашої історичної 
долі ХХ сторіччя». 

Літературний шлях Бориса Олександрова сягає 
вершин поетичних шедеврів. Борис Олександрів — 
поет, лірик, людина хороших людських почуттів. 
Він, як творча індивідуальність, встигав поза 
професійною та літературною працею бути в 
громадських колах, як блискучий доповідач на 
поважних імпрезах, гостем-доповідачем на 
святкових зібраннях молодіжних організацій, 
запрошеним гостем-викладачем про важливих 
письменників української літератури для старших 
учнів українських шкіл, неповторним головою 
іспитової комісії для студентів випускників Курсів 
українознавства. Борис Олександрів - автор 
численних статтей діяспорної преси та журналів, 
довголітній редактор журналу «Молода Україна», 
збірників «Слова» - 4. 6, 7, 8, разом із Юрієм 
Стефаником. 


Борис 
_ Олександрів- Грибінський 


У 2000 році під час багатолюдної імпрези 
відзначувано видатних українців м. Торонта. Було 
хвилююче здивування: поміж видатними 
відзначеними не було ні Бориса Олексанрова, ні 
Мирона Левицького, адже вони в Торонті жили, 
працювали, творили понад чверть століття. Ніхто 
ніколи не пояснив: чому серед видатних відзначених 
не було двох найвидатніших торонтських мистців? 

Сьогодні поезія Б. Олександрова першою 
київською збіркою повернулася в Україну назавжди. 
Велике спасибі літературознавцеві шановному 
Леонідові Череватенкові за редагування книжки 
«100 поезій» Бориса Олександрова, Миронові 
Левицькому подяка за прегарні мистецькі ілюс-- 
трації. Книжку «100 поезій» Бориса Олександрова 
можна замовити за адресою: 

5. Hrybinsky, 40 Brentwood Rd. North, Toronto, Ont. 
M8X 2B7, Canada 
Ціна книжки — $15, разом з пересилкою. 
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Multiculturalism makes Canada 
more inclusive, former director says 


(UkrNews)—Multiculturalism 
has created a Canada which is more 
responsive to its many diverse ele- 
ments, says a former director of the 
program. 

“What we have in Canada is by 
no means perfect but in my opinion 
multiculturalism has played an im- 
portant role in Canada being the 
peaceful society that it is today,” said 
Orest Kruhlak, guest lecturer at the 
37" Annual Shevchenko Lecture in 
Edmonton, March 14. 

“We have not created a society of 
ethnic ghettoes but a society which 
is far more inclusive than that which 
existed in 1971,” he added. 

The lecture was sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Professional and Busi- 
ness Club of Edmonton and the Ca- 
nadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies at the University of Alberta. 

Prior to the 1970’s Canada was a 
society which was fundamentally 
British in orientation, said Kruhlak, 
who held high-level positions in 
departments and programs of the 
federal and Alberta provincial gov- 
ernments responsible for heritage, 
culture, and multiculturalism from 
the early 1970s until his recent re- 
tirement from public service. 

“Tn saying that, I do not make a 
judgment about the ‘value’ of those 
beliefs but simply stating that is the 
way things were. Most people in 
Canada had, for generations, ac- 
cepted that as the natural order of 
things. After all the British had de- 
feated the French on the Plains of 
Abraham so that French Canadians 
knew their place in Canada and all 
the immigrants who had come to 


Orest Kruhlak 


tries for immigrants. A list that was, 
for the most part, designed to ensure 
that Canada would not, as a result 
of immigration, suffer or experience 
any significant change in its makeup 
or orientation,” he explained. 

For that reason both multicul- 
turalism and official bilingualism 
was opposed by the elites, Kruhlak 
noted 

“Both policies threatened many 
people because they saw the possi- 
bility of their comfortable place in 
Canadian society being challenged. 
The policies of bilingualism and 
multiculturalism had, as their pri- 
mary goal, changing the conception 
of who was legitimately Canadian. 
By that I mean the right to fully par- 
ticipate in the political, social and 
economic life of this country.” 

Kruhlak said that the Multicul- 
turalism Program from the late 
1980s on has made some basic mis- 
takes by focusing on race relations 
and hate crimes. 


They should be but not to the exclu- 
sion of all else,” he explained. 

Kruhlak said the emphasis on race 
relations and hate crimes served to 
set aside other equally important 
matters, such as the increased loss 
of languages amongst minority 
communities or the lack of access 
to government programs such as 
those at the Canada Council. 

“In the context of Canada the pro- 
motion of heritage languages as they 
came to be known was seen as a 
problem. Official languages policy 
pre-occupies Ottawa and heritage 
languages clutter the linguistic land- 
scape, hence get rid of the Non-Of- 
ficial Languages Program. 

“Similarly the demands on the 
Canada Council and other agencies 
are already overwhelming without 
having to address the needs of those 
ethnics.” 

It also served to exclude commu- 
nities and organizations that did not 
have race relations, or hate crimes 
issues as a priority, Kruhlak noted. 

“This was, in my opinion, a ma- 
jor strategic error for it served to 
reduce the pool of supporters of the 
Program and policy. Groups such as 
the Ukrainian, German, Italian and 
Scandinavian to name but a few no 
longer believed, with justification, 
that they had access to the Program. 
As they became less involved they 
became silent. 

“They were not pressing govern- 
ment and government increasingly 
ignored them. This was truly a trag- 
edy for these were the groups that 
were amongst the strongest support- 
ers of the policy and had developed, 


Canada were allowed in at the suf- 
ferance of the ruling elites. Elites 
who had a clear priority list of ac- 
ceptable and desirable source coun- 


“This is not to say those issues are 
not important and should not be an 
important feature of the Program. 


in many cases, a political sophisti- 
cation that could have been very 
helpful to the Program and Minis- 
ters,” he said. 5 


Vernon UCC ships more aid to Ukraine 


(ArtUkraine.com Information Service)—The Vernon 
Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress is getting 
ready to ship the eighth container of humanitarian sup- 
plies to Ukraine, bound for Ternopil in western Ukraine, 
according to The Morning Star of Vernon, BC (March 
7, 2003). 

The UCC is accepting donations for the container 
now through the middle of April. The need is for good 
new and used clothing for all ages, footwear, towels 
and household linens. There is also a need for working 
bicycles, tricycles, tents and other camping equipment 
for the youth groups. 

The members of the Vernon Branch are busy putting 
together the new shipment which will include 36 beds, 
gurneys, incubators, heart monitors, physiotherapy 
equipment and clothing for orphanages, seniors’ homes 
and people in the hospital. The seventh shipment, a 
40x8x8-foot container, mostly filled with hospital 

equipment and supplies, arrived last fall in Vinnitsia. 
Residents of Vinnitsia sent a certificate of appreciation 
to Jeff Hay of Interior Lift Truck for his donation of 
the use of a forklift to load the containers. The certifi- 
cate was presented at a recent fellowship dinner of the 
Vernon Branch by President Roman Chez. 


“Interior Lift Truck is among those corporate citi- 
zens, as well as many individuals, who have given of 
their time, skill and resources to make the success of 
each shipment possible,” said Chez. 

“There is always a good response. The people who 
received the last shipment were delighted with every- 
thing they got. Having the hospital beds with good 
mattresses makes it easier for the doctors to care for 
their patients. The items are distributed according to 
the most need by Ukrainian Social Services. Steve 
Petelytsky of Ukrainian Social Services of Vancouver 
goes to Ukraine when the shipments arrive to oversee 
them through customs and distribution. 

The $10,000 cost of sending each container, which 
takes about six weeks, is covered by Counterpart In- 
ternational of Washington, D.C. 

Chez hopes to go to Ukraine to meet the people who 
will get this shipment. 

“There’s a great need there that requires filling,” he 
said. “We have all the resources here, it’s just a matter 


-of assembling them, doing very little work to plug a 


gaping hole over there. If the opportunity presents it- 
self where the material is available to be shipped, I don’t 
think we should ignore it.” 


Over 125,000 expected at Toronto’s Ukrainian festival 


(Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival)—Plans are 
underway for the 2003 Bloor West Village Ukrainian 
Festival. Dates for this year are Aug. 22 and 23. 

Last year’s attendance drew crowds of over 100,000 
people from across Canada, USA. and Europe. This 
year the attendance is estimated to bring together 
125,000 people to experience Ukrainian culture, enter- 
tainment and cuisine in the Bloor West Village. 


Complete street closure along Bloor Street West be- 
tween Runnymede and Jane Streets in the west end of 
Toronto provides the setting for one and half days of 
total Ukrainian hospitality and fun. 

Parade entries, entertainers, vendors and volunteers 
are asked to contact the Festival hotline at (416) 410- 
9965, e-mail: <ukrfestival@aol.com> or visit the 
website at <www.ukrainianfestival.org>. 


Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Ukrainian PYSANKA Festival 2003 
Vegreville, July 4,5,6, 2003 


Featuring: Direct from Ukraine "Veseli Halychany", Edmonton 
Uktainian Male Chorus, Shumka Ukrainian Dancers, Shoom and 
Sirko Kozaks, Nadiya Ensemble, Trembita Dancers, and others. 
» Ukrainian Dance Competitions 


» Ukrainian Band Performances 

° Two Evening Zabavas / Beer Gardens 
° Trace Your Roots Map Work 

¢ Expanded Pioneer Demonstrations 

¢ Chester Kuc's Pysanky Extravaganza 
* Pioneer Family Recognition 

» Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour 
AND MUCH MORE 


Vegreville Cultural Aesoclalion 


Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: www.vegrevillefestival.com Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


6.4.5 Tours Ltd 


71708-135A Street Edmonton, Alberta T5M 7/5 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 
Our staff is fluent in Ukrainian and English languages. 


Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633 ‘Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


~ "UKRAINE" | 


Discover this magical land with 
R.J.'S TOURS LTD 


June 12 - June 27 - Allinclusive escorted group tour of 
Western Ukraine 

- 2 week cruise on the Dnipro River & 
Black Sea 

- 28 day Ukrainian Holiday of a lifetime 
including the land tour and the cruise 

- All inclusive escorted group tour of 
Western Ukraine 

All escorted by Rober J. Tomkins 


Coming up later this уеаг 
Our annual Maritimes an Newfoundland tour including Ottawa, 
Niagara Falls, Montreal, Quebec City, the Maritimes, Newfounland 
and St. Pierre and Micquelon (Escorted by Patricia) 
October - Our annual country music tour to Nashville, Branson, 


June 26 - July 9 
June 12 - July 9 


July 15 - July 29 


Dollwood and Memphis (Escorted by R.J. Tomkins) ay 


Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 
Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Zabava Program 
on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. 
and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 


UKRAINIAN 


international Bilinguai Program 


Give your child a unique ede in the new global conwranity with 
the Мого єв inteviational ВРАЗ Program offered ny Eanonton Public Schools 


excotence it al subject areas, 


.- Our students асбіє 


rochucting English 


Our students de is by earring to 
согорпупісзїе Bt 
ши mtu. cox 
Our stracteurts: will be 


of the 2141 century. 


and Franch 


erence The netiss of Uerainian culture. 


itiored for sucess in te global oommerneuty 


Register now for Sestember, 2003 by calling 429.8427 or one of the 


Homie propre tk Sites: 


Delwood School (K - б) Ваіжіп School (7 - 9) 
ais мона Боні губ, 32 дути 
176. 1989 175.364 

Holyrood бісїносі (K ~ 6) М. Є. Lazerte High School (10 - 32) 
FAY о АЙ дано од - 144 й 


www.epsb.ca 


 ipietearibiang - - 
Має РАН р о чок» 
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Україна закликає міжнародну спільноту 
вшанувати пам'ять жертв голодомору 


14 


(Тенеральне консульство України в Торонто) - 
Виступаючи 17 березня у Женевському Палаці На- 
цій на відкритті 59-ї сесії Комісії ООН з прав люди- 
ни, Глава делегації України, Державний секретар 
МЗС Володимир Єльченко закликав міжнародну 
спільноту вшанувати пам'ять жертв штучного голо- 
домору в Україні, який 70 років тому забрав життя 
понад семи мільйонів українців, увійшовши в сучас- 
ну історію одним з найстрашніших злочинів колиш- 
нього тоталітарного режиму проти українського 
народу. 

"Необхідно зробити все належне, у тому числі в 
рамках ООН, для того, щоб люди в усьому світі 
узнали правду про цей жахливий акт геноциду, 
заявив Держсекретар МЗС, - це стане не лише 
пам'яттю жертвам, а й запорукою неповторення 
подібного у майбутньому". 

Глава української делегації привітав початок ро- 
боти Міжнародного кримінального суду - ново- 


(Українська правдаЛнтерфакс- Україна)  -Убив- 
ством патріота України назвав загибель лідера На- 
родного Руху України В'ячеслава Чорновола ни- 
нішній голова НРУ Геннадій Удовенко у неділю під 
час мітингу у Львові, присвяченому четвертій річ- 
ниці з дня смерті видатного українського політич- 
ного й суспільного діяча. 

"Минуло вже чотири роки, але ніхто дотепер не 
знає правди про його загибель", заявив Удовенко, 
додавши, що "усі міністри внутрішніх справ дотри- 
муються неправильної версії про просту ДТП, тому 
що такі убивства продовжуються, і нещодавно де- 
в'ятою жертвою став колега Григорія Омельченка 
Анатолій Єрмак" (помічник депутата Омельченка, 
колишній нардеп). 

За словами Удовенка, "Чорновола прибрали, тому 
що боялися, що він прийде до влади". Однак кого 
саме він вважає винуватцем смерті Чорновола, 
УУдовенко не повідомив. 

Чорновіл трагічно загинув в автокатастрофі під 
Києвом на 5-му кілометрі автодороги Бориспіль- 
Золотоноша 25 березня 1999 року, коли його авто- 
мобіль урізався у "КАМАЗ" із причепом, який 
розвертався на шосе. 

Єрмак розбився у автокатастрофі у лютому 2003 
року. Автомобіль, у якому він знаходився, вилетів 
на зустрічну смугу і зіштовхнувся з вантажівкою. 
Крім цього лідер НРУ вручив партійний квиток 
своєму колезі - екс-міністрові закордонних справ 


ФОТО -- ВЕБСАЙТ ЮЛІЇ ТИМОШЕНКО 


70-річчя Шухевича 


Юлія Тимошенко вітає з 70-річним Ювілеєм Юрія Шухевича, м. Львів, 
28 березня 2003 р. 


Веселих Великодніх Свят. Христос Воскрес! 


Кредитова спілка Єв. Покрови 


(Торонто) 


St. Mary's (Toronto) Credit Union Ltd. 


- Усі види банківських рахунків: 
- чекові - ощадні - долярів США 
- Позики е Пенсійні плани 


832 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M6G 1М2 | 4 Bellwoods Ave., Toronto, ON Мб, 2P3 
Tel.: (416) 537-2163 Tel.: (416) 504-8355 
Fax: (416) 537-7730 Fax: (416) 504-8355 


пон-четв 9:30-5:30, п'ятн 9:30-7:30 -пон, BIBT, четв, 1 ATH 
суб 10:00-2:00 11:00-6:00 


UKRAINIAN ТУ NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


(Українські Новини)  -У 2002 році двоє українців- 
агентів іноземних спецслужб, яких розкрила Служ-- 
ба безпеки, були засуджені за державну зраду. 

Про це повідомила прес-служба СБУ, 25-го 
березня. 

За даними прес-служби, 12 чоловік добровільно 
заявили про свій зв'язок з іноземними спецслужбами 
і відмовилися виконувати їхні доручення, тому вони 
не притягувались до відповідальності. 

СБУ в 2002 році вислала з України 17 іноземців, 
що вчинили дії, які суперечать інтересам України, і 
з цієї ж причини закрила в'їзд майже 700 іноземцям. 
Прес-служба повідомила, що контррозвідка роз- 
крила і припинила 36 проявів протиправної діяль- 
ності в сфері військово-технічного співробітництва, 
зокрема не допустила ряд спроб окремих сумнівних 
компаній здійснити незаконні поставки озброєння і 
військової техніки в країни, по відношенню до яких 
діють міжнародні обмеження. 

Контррозвідка також попередила 22 спроби 
іноземних компаній 1 їхніх представництв продати 
озброєння і військову техніку на порушення 
міжнародних зобов'язань України. 

За даними прес-служби, за спробу незаконного 
вивозу з України технологій військового призна-- 

- чення засуджений на 3 роки позбавлення волі зас-- 
тупник директора Житомирського науково-дослід-- 
ного інституту радіосистем. 

СБУ також затримала і вислала з України іно- 
земця, що намагався через Україну провезти в Іран 
контрабандою деякі елементи систем управління 
ракетами. 

Крім того, СБУ запобігла протиправній діяльності 
представників однієї з іноземних компаній, що 
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Watch us on the WEB ! 
www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. M6S 1M8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


створеного органу, покликаного запобігати злоч- 
инам проти людства. 

Державний секретар поінформував учасників 
сесії про зусилля, які докладаються в Україні з 
метою досягнення високого рівня соціального 
захисту найбільш уразливих верств населення, у 
першу чергу, жінок, дітей, інвалідів. У цьому зв'язку 
особлива увага приділяється боротьбі проти на- 
сильства та торгівлі жінками, а також запобіганню 
розповсюдженню ВІЛ/СНІД. Важливе значення при 
цьому має реабілітація дітей, майже 2 мільйони яких 
в Україні постраждали внаслідок Чорнобильської 
катастрофи. 

Комісія з прав людини була створена в 1946 р. 
Вважається головним органом ООН із забезпечення 
розробки та дотримання міжнародних стандартів у 
галузі прав людини. До її складу входять 53 країни, 
які обираються на трирічний термін. За роки 
незалежності Україна вдруге обрана до складу 
Комісії на період 2003-2005 рр. 


"Чорновола прибрали", переконаний Удовенко 


України Борису Тарасюку і висловив надію, що 
Тарасюк буде обраний на травневому з'їзді партії 
новим головою НРУ шляхом консенсусу. 

"Мені б хотілося, щоб Борис Тарасюк пройшов 
консенсусом" - підкреслив Удовенко. 

Він також висловив сподівання, що під час з'їзду 
відбудеться цивілізована передача влади від одного 
покоління іншому. "Саме для цього ми зараз так 
активно розкручуємо Бориса Тарасюка як головного 
претендента на посаду керівника партії" - сказав 
Удовенко, додавши, що в нього відбулася зустріч із 
лідерами найбільших обласних організацій НРУ, і 
вони згодні з висуванням Тарасюка на посаду 
керівника партії. 

Відповідаючи на питання журналістів про те, чи 
є вже альтернативні Тарасюку кандидатури, Удо- 
венко повідомив, що таким є лідер харківської об- 
ласної організації НРУ Анатолій Семенченко, якого 
ця ж організація висунула, однак зауважив, що не 
вважає цю кандидатуру загрозою для Тарасюка. 

У свою чергу, Тарасюк, відповідаючи на питання 
журналістів про його бачення перспективи розвитку 
НРУ, заявив, що варто активізувати роботу над 
залученням до партії нових членів, особливо молоді 
і представників малого й середнього бізнесу. Крім 
того він вважає за необхідне проводити роботу над 
поверненням до НРУ відомих політиків, що стояли 
біля витоків Руху, але з різних причин його 
залишили. 


Двоє українців-агентів іноземних 
спецслужб засуджені за державну зраду 


займалися вербуванням і відправленням в Ефіопію 
найманців для обслуговування військової авіатех-- 
ніки й участі в бойових діях. 

СБУ за порушення законодавства в сфері держав-- 
ної таємниці притягла до адміністративної відпові - 
дальності близько 700 чоловік і майже 300 — скасу-- 
вала допуск до державної таємниці. 

СБУ за розголошення відомостей, що становлять 
державну таємницю, порушила 21 кримінальну 
справу. 

СБУ знайшла і припинила ряд правопорушень у 
використанні іноземних кредитів та інвестицій, 
отриманих від міжнародних фінансових організацій. 

За матеріалами СБУ, у бюджет України було 
повернуто 630 млн. гривень, повернуто через 
границю валютних коштів на суму 210 млн. гривень. 

За участі СБУ за фактами незаконного відшко-- 
дування податку на додану вартість було порушено 
26 кримінальних справ. 

СБУ при взаємодії з іншими правоохоронними 
органами в 2002 році припинила діяльність 16 
злочинних формувань, 228 чоловік притягла до 
кримінальної відповідальності. 

СБУ при проведенні спільних заходів із право- 
охоронними органами іноземних держав ліквідувала 
22 канали контрабанди наркотиків, З нарко- 
лабораторії, вилучила з обігу 207 кг героїну, 606 кг 
психотропних речовин, понад 27 тонн наркотичної 
сировини, 1,5 тис. тонн прекурсорів, 22,7 кг 
синтетичних наркотиків. 

Усього СБУ розшукала i екстрагувала в інші Kpa— 
їни 24 особливо небезпечних злочинців, що були в 
міжнародному розшуку. 
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St. Vladimir Institute appoints 


new executive director 


(St. Vladimir Institute)—The 
board of directors of St. Vladimir 
Institute has announced the appoint- 
ment of Marta Horban as its new 
executive director, effective March 
18. 

A native of Toronto with exten- 
sive roots in the local Ukrainian 
Canadian community, Horban 
brings a wealth of professional ex- 
perience to her new position, said 
Gregory Hamara, president of the 
institute and chair of the board of 
directors. 

“Speaking for all board members 
I am delighted Marta has accepted 
the challenge of maintaining, in her 
executive role, the Institute’s posi- 
tion as a leading and progressive or- 
ganization in the local Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community. While her pro- 
fessional background is truly im- 
pressive, the selection committee 
and board members were particu- 
larly attracted to her infectious en- 
thusiasm and her determination to 
build a stronger and more attractive 
organization that will deliver long- 


ae 


Marta Horban 


alumni and supporters,” said 
Hamara. 

From 1980 to 1996, Horban held 
teaching positions at Trent Univer- 
sity in Peterborough, Ont., the Uni- 
versity of Western Ontario, in Lon- 
don, and the University of Toronto, 
primarily as an instructor in French 
language and literature, and West- 
ern literature and civilization. After 
1996 she worked in the private sec- 


tor for several years in product de- 
velopment, marketing and human 
resources for a national distributor 
of nutritional supplements to health 
food retailers. Most recently she has 
been a member of the editorial team 
of the Hrushevsky Translation 
Project. 

She is fluent in English, French 
and Ukrainian. 

Her extra-curricular activities 
have included many years of lead- 
ership with Plast, and active mem- 
bership with the Canadian Associa- 
tion of Slavists. 

She also gained extensive experi- 
ence in fundraising and volunteer 
recruitment experience with the 
University of Toronto Schools Par- 
ents’ Association. 

The position of executive direc- 
tor at St. Vladimir’s has been vacant 
for more than 10 years. Horban’s re- 
sponsibilities with the Institute will 
include fundraising, marketing and 
communications, and human re- 
sources as well as developing stron- 
ger ties with membership, alumni, 


lasting benefits for our members, 


volunteers and supporters. 


UCC holds successful Archives Symposium 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) held a successful Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
Symposium on March 19 and 20 in Winnipeg. 

Representatives of major public and private archives, 
as well as leading Ukrainian Canadian scholars met at 
St. Andrew’s College on the campus of the University 
of Manitoba to discuss matters relating to the preserva- 
tion and enhancement of Ukrainian Canadian archives. 

Last year, during a meeting in Saskatoon with Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community leaders, the Minister of Ca- 
nadian Heritage, Sheila Copps, expressed the need to 
develop a more representative portrait of Canada’s heri- 
tage, one which includes ethnocultural communities 
that have made a major contribution to Canadian his- 
tory. Community museums and archives are essential 
resources in creating such portrait. 

Community leaders described the difficulties that 
both the Ukrainian community and publicly-funded in- 
stitutions face in collecting and preserving Ukrainian 
Canadian archives. Thus, the Minister encouraged the 
Ukrainian community to develop a strategic commu- 


nity based response to the challenges facing the pres- 
ervation of our shared Canadian past and outline the 
role of other stakeholders, including heritage institu- 
tions and governments. 

The Winnipeg symposium identified structural and 
financial challenges to Ukrainian Canadian archival de- 
velopment. After two days of discussions, the group 
decided to continue and expand its work and member- 
ship under the name of Ukrainian Canadian Archive 
Working Group. The Group agreed that the UCC should 
continue providing leadership and coordination in this 
important matter. 

One of the short term achievements of the sympo- 
sium was the establishment of an Online Clearinghouse 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Archive Working Group 
located at http://www.umanitoba.ca/centres/ 
ukrainian_canadian/house/index.html. 

The symposium took place with the financial sup- 
port of the Department of Canadian Heritage and con- 
tributions from the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Stud- 
ies at the University of Manitoba. 


Osvita adds Ukraine tour to this year’s program 


(St. John’s Institute)—The Osvita Ukrainian Sum- 
mer Language and Cultural Immersion Program at St. 
John’s Institute has offered quality programming to 
Canadian high school students since 1979. At Osvita, 
students take high school level Ukrainian classes while 
learning Ukrainian arts such as weaving, ‘rozpys’, ico- 
nography, Ukrainian dancing, singing and bandura. 
Ukrainian courses at Osvita are accredited by Alberta 
Learning and other provincial education ministries. 
Osvita is filled with trips to local venues, and travel to 
cultural exhibits and various Ukrainian festivals in ru- 
ral Alberta. Osvita 2003, in addition to regular program- 
ming, will be taking its students on a two-week trip to 
Ukraine. 

The last two weeks of the five-week long program 
will be spent on a cultural and educational tour of 
Ukraine. What better place to be immersed in the Ukrai- 
nian language? Students will visit Kyiv, Lviv, 
Chernivtsi, and smaller villages. 

Not only will Osvita students take part in on-site cul- 
tural workshops, visit historic churches and monuments, 
they will also give back to the community by engaging 
in mission work at a Ukrainian children’s centre. Help- 
ing Ukraine’s orphaned, abandoned, and neglected chil- 
dren will strengthen the student’s faith and give them 
an opportunity to work with the less fortunate. 

The friendships that are forged while participating 
in Osvita are numerous and life-long. Approximately 

120 Osvita alumni gathered last August for a fun and 


memorable reunion. 

The Osvita program runs from June 29 to Aug. 2. St. 
John’s Institute offers the program at a highly subsi- 
dized price. Previously, students have never been 
charged more than $1000 for this course. The costs 
associated with producing the program, however, far 
exceed the tuition that can feasibly be charged to the 
student. The financial support of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox community in this cultural and educational under- 
taking is vital to its success and survival. Osvita re- 
ceives grants and gifts from government, community 
groups and individuals. This year, the need is greater 
than ever before. 

This program gives students an opportunity to study 
Ukrainian culture and language that they would not 
ordinarily have. Please urge your women’s association, 
men’s group and parish council to consider supporting 
this endeavor. Also, consider donating personally to this 
worthy cause. As St. John’s Institute is a registered 
Canadian charity, all donations to the program are tax 
deductible. 

Application forms for Osvita 2003 are available at 
tSt. John’s or on-line at <www.stjohnsinstitute.com> 
and the deadline to register is April 30. Osvita is also 
looking for qualified counselors to assist the director 
in program administration. For more information about 
Osvita, to pledge your financial support, or to apply to 
become an Osvita counselor, contact Amanda Shuya 
at (780) 439-2320. 
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NATO target plan revealed 

(RFE/RL)—The official website of the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry (http:/ 
/www.mfa.gov.ua/) on March 24 published the Ukraine-NATO Target Plan 
for 2003. The document, which follows the Ukraine-NATO Action Plan 
adopted at the November 2002 NATO summit in Prague and published in 
January 2003, maps out specific measures pertaining to political, eco- 
nomic, military, human rights, and other areas to be taken by Ukraine in 
2003 in its pursuit of NATO membership. 


Kuchma introduces new cabinet post 

(RFE/RL)— President Leonid Kuchma has signed a decree introducing 
the post of cabinet minister for relations with the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine, Ukrainian news agencies reported on March 25. 


Kuchma wants tapes tested 

(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma said on March 26 that the secret 
audio recordings allegedly made in his office by his former bodyguard 
Mykola Melnychenko should be examined in Ukraine and in accordance 
with Ukrainian laws, UNIAN reported. At the same time, Kuchma stressed 
that the Melnychenko tapes are “simply nonexistent,” adding that now 
this topic is of interest only for the “Ukrayinska pravda” website and the 
politicians who gravitate to it. 


Kyiv signs double tax treaty with Cuba 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine and Cuba signed a convention on double 
taxation and an intergovernmental agreement on legal relations and legal 
aid in civil and criminal cases March 26. Cuban Foreign Affairs Minister 
Perez Roque said the convention on avoiding double taxation was a very 


important step for increasing volumes of bilateral investment between 
Ukraine and Cuba. 


Ukraine, Mongolia to boost cooperation 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma and his Mongolian coun- 
terpart Natsagiyn Bagabandi pledged in Ulaanbaatar on March 30 to step 
up bilateral cooperation in the political, economic, military, and humani- 
tarian spheres, Interfax and UNIAN reported. The two sides signed six 
cooperation accords. 


Miner dies in Lviv cave-in 


(Eastern Economist)—One miner was killed as a result of a collapse in 
the Bendyuzhska mine owned by the LvivVuhillia holding, April 1. The 
Emergency Situations Ministry said the incident occurred at a depth of 
459 metres. This latest victim has brought this year’s death toll in Ukraine’s 
mines to 60. 


[KNOW WHAT YOW RE 
DOING THIS SUMMER! 


Українська Літня Програма «ОСВІТА» при 
Інституті Св. Івана потребує директора та 
вчителів. Знання української мови необхідне. 


For Information or to apply 
Contact Amanda Shuya @ (780) 439-2320 


ST. JOHN'S INSTITUTE 
11024 - 82 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T6G 0T2 


ashuya@stjohnsinstitute.com 


St. Stephen's Cemetery 


ih 


20303 - Meridian St. NE Edmonton, АВ T5B 4K3 
ph. (780) 377-0277 


Established in 2000, St. Stephen's Cemetery serves the needs 
of families of all faiths in Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 
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The Ukrainian Orthodox Gardens area is already established 
and an interdenominational section is being developed to 
provide an eternal resting place for Christians of all faiths. 


The Board extends Easter Greetings 
and best wishes to all. 


Korneil Ozipko 
Secretary 


Rt. Rev. Meroslaw Kryschuk 


Chairman : 
George Zaharia 


Adminstrator 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! - BOICTHHY ВОСКРЕС! 
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Ukrainians launch campaign to 


revoke famine denier’s Pulitzer 


By Natalia A. Feduschak, The Washington Times, March 29, 2003 

Ukrainian officials and Ukrainian-Americans have begun a campaign 
to revoke the Pulitzer Prize awarded to a New York Times writer who 
reported that a man-made famine that killed millions in the 1930s never 
happened. 

“Tt has become a world action,” said Tama Gallo, executive director of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, a New York-based group 
that began the effort to have the prestigious prize awarded to Walter Duranty 
in 1932 withdrawn. 

Duranty, who was the Times’ Moscow correspondent from 1921 to 1934, 
won the Pulitzer for a 1931 series of reports about Soviet dictator Josef 
Stalin’s five-year plans to reform the economy. 

His stories appeared in the Times before the Ukrainian famine of 1932- 
1933, which left 5 million to 10 million dead. 

Western historians now generally agree that the famine was the result 
of Stalin’s industrialization effort and an attempt to break the will of the 
independence-minded Ukrainian people. 

To ensure cities were fed, the Soviet dictator set impossibly high grain 
quotas for Soviet Ukraine’s collectivized farmers and removed every other 
source of food available to them. 

Police were sent to the Ukrainian countryside to monitor compliance. 

‘Anyone found hiding grain was fatally shot, according to eyewitnesses. 

Ukrainian Americans have sporadically attempted to have Duranty’s 
prize withdrawn. 

With the 70-year anniversary of the famine being commemorated in an 
independent Ukraine, the movement has gained new momentum. In un- 
precedented hearings recently in parliament, demands were made that the 
prize be revoked. 

The government in Kyiv is expected to ask the United Nations to recog- 
nize the famine as an act of genocide against the Ukrainian people. 

In his 1932-1933 dispatches, Duranty denied that a famine was occur- 
ring in Soviet Ukraine, although he has been quoted in several books as 
privately telling friends he had never seen such misery. 

Sig Gissler, administrator for the Pulitzer Prizes, said he understands 
the concern regarding Duranty, who died in 1957, but past Pulitzer boards 
have not deemed it necessary to revoke his prize. 

“T do think there 15 a tendency to merge the prize, which is from report- 
ing in 1931, with events in 1932-33,” he said. 

Gissler said he could not speculate whether future boards would return 
to the question of withdrawing the prize. 

The New York Times itself has criticized Duranty’s reporting. In dis- 
plays and materials devoted to its Pulitzer Prizes, the Times notes that 
writers at the paper and elsewhere have discredited his coverage. 

Still, the Times has not asked that the prize be revoked. 

“The Pulitzer Board has reviewed the Duranty prize several times over 
the years, and the board has never seen fit to revoke it,” said Catherine 
Mathis, vice president of corporate communications for the New York 
Times Co. “In that situation, the Times has not seen merit in trying to 
undo history.” 


Medvedchuk wants status for Russian 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring)—’’The United Social Democratic Party of 
Ukraine [USDPU] should become a beachhead for a friendly attitude to- 
wards Russians and Russia itself in Ukrainian politics. Such a stand abso- 
lutely coincides with the opinion of a majority of our compatriots,” the 
USDPU leader [and head of the presidential administration], Viktor 
Medvedchuk, has said. 

Speaking at the 27th USDPU congress March 28, Medvedchuk said 
that a majority of Ukrainian citizens has believed during these years of 
Ukraine’s independence and keeps believing that Ukraine and Russia 
should be independent yet friendly states with open state borders free from 
customs or visa restrictions. “Almost 65 per cent of Ukrainian citizens 
share this view today,’ Medvedchuk said. 

“Whether or not someone likes it, we must develop trade and economic 
relations with Russia. The fate of hundreds of enterprises and dozens of 
thousands of jobs in many regions of Ukraine depends on this. As Social 
Democrats, we cannot allow our citizens to be doomed to unemployment 
because of political games,” Medvedchuk said. 

He believes that recent top level Ukrainian-Russian accords on the pros- 
pects for the creation of a single economic space are absolutely in line 
with the national interests of our state. 

In addition, Medvedchuk said that the USDPU could cooperate with 
the left on the status of the Russian language. “We should cooperate on 
this issues more closely, we should put forward joint initiatives, prepare 
draft laws jointly,” Medvedchuk said. 

“Many people are concerned about the status of the Russian language 
in Ukraine. The stand of the Social Democrats is clear and principled. We 
regard the language issue primarily as a human rights issue. The state 
should guarantee its citizens the right to use the language they want, to 
study it and to receive information in it. 

As regards the Russian language, we believe that its status should be 
legalized because it is the native language or one of the two native lan- 
guages for a majority of Ukrainian citizens. This stand is also supported 
by a majority of Ukrainian population,” Medvedchuk said. 


U.S. seeks Ukraine’s aid in joining UNESCO 


(Eastern Economist)—The US is seeking Ukraine’s support in resuming 
its membership in UNESCO and obtaining a seat on the Executive Board 
of this international organization.Deputy Premier Dmytro Tabachnyk’s 
press secretary told Interfax on March 25 that this issue was on the agenda 
of the March 31 meeting with Siv Sichan, the US representative at the UN 
Economic and Social Council, and Carlos Pascual, the US Ambassador to 
Ukraine.Pascual urged the Ukrainian government to back the US as a сап- 
didate for the Executive Board, which is one of UNESCO’s three govern- 
ing bodies. The US suspended its membership in UNESCO in 1984. 
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Patriarch Filaret wants to unite Orthodox 


(RISU.org.ua)—The various branches of the Ortho- 
dox churches in Ukraine must unite despite objections 
from the Moscow Patriarchate, Patriarch Filaret, head 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarch- 
ate (UOC-KP), has said. Discussions on unification 
between his church and the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church (UAOC) are ongoing and there are 
no major problems there, Filaret said. The following is 
an excerpt from an interview Filaret gave to Oleksandr 
Rushchak, published in the Ukrainian newspaper 
Segodnya in Russian on March 28 and published in 
English by the BBC Monitoring Service, on March 29: 

Patriarch Filaret is not an ordinary man. He made a 
career in the Russian Orthodox Church when he was 
young and he reached a very high position of power 
there. But then he was anathemized by the very same 
church, which claimed that he wanted to split it. 

[Passage omitted: church history] 

[Rushchak] Your Holiness, today you are going fur- 
ther in working for the creation of a single national 
church that would unite all Orthodox confessions. You 
say that Ukraine needs this. Explain why. 

[Filaret] Let us analyze some geopolitical realities. 
If only in those countries where Orthodoxy predomi- 
nates — Russia, Georgia, Bulgaria, Greece and all the 
others. History shows that in each of those countries, 
as soon as they achieved state independence, an inde- 
pendent national church was immediately established, 
because the independence of the state and the indepen- 
dence of the church are factors that are very closely 
inter-linked. For that reason, I am absolutely sure that, 
despite all today’s obstacles, a single national Ortho- 
dox church will still be created in our state. 

Pay attention: this is not only desire of millions of 
believers. Many of our leading politicians have also 
several times advocated it. I believe that we already 
have a prototype of such a church — the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate, which, in 
its management, was not connected either with 
Constantinople or with Moscow, or with any other capi- 
tal. Today it has over 3.5m parishioners in our country 
and it has parishioners abroad, in countries where 
people originally from Ukraine or their children and 
grandchildren live... [ellipsis as published] 

Yes, there is still a problem with the international 
recognition of our church by other national churches. 
Because there are influential forces that would not want 
to permit this. 

[Passage omitted: church history] 

As far as the “Ukrainian question” is concerned, there 
are ongoing negotiations between the Ecumenical and 
Moscow patriarchs. Very difficult negotiations. After 
all, the positions of the heads of these two major Or- 
thodox churches regarding the Ukrainian problem dif- 
fer substantially. If the Ecumenical patriarch agrees that 
Ukraine, as an independent state, should have its 
autocephalous church, the Moscow patriarch holds a 
different view. He believes that it is impermissible to 
separate Ukrainian Orthodoxy from the Russian Or- 
thodox Church. There are profound contradictions here 
between Moscow and Constantinople on the one hand, 
and between the Moscow and Kyiv patriarchates on 
the other. 

I am convinced that this contradiction should be de- 
cided primarily in Ukraine itself. 

[Passage omitted: this is how state independence is 
decided] 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church will proclaim its 
autocephalous nature, and the other churches will rec- 
ognize it sooner or later. 


[Passage omitted: possibility that Filaret could have 
become Russian Orthodox Patriarch] 

[Rushchak] As one of the steps on the way to creat- 
ing a single national church, there has been discussion 
of the question of unification of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate and the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church. Are there no results 
yet? 

[Filaret] This is a difficult question in itself. Both of 
these two churches have their own, very complex his- 
tory. Influence from outside is also getting mixed up 
here. There are forces that would really not want such 
unification. Nevertheless, negotiations are continuing. 
We have not yet unified, but it is important that noth- 
ing divides us 

First, there are no problems of a canonical order that 
would divide us. Second, there are no disputes on re- 
distribution of administrative powers after a possible 
unification. There are no questions about any limits of 
eparchates. For this reason, I am convinced that the 
conditions for carrying this out will come to pass. 

[Rushchak] How do you see it, in the Ukrainian po- 
litical scene, in particular among the leaders of politi- 
cal parties and public movements, is there enough sup- 
port for this idea? 

[Filaret] We feel great support. Just take one example: 
234 deputies in the Supreme Council [parliament] have 
joined an association that supports the creation of a 
single national Orthodox church in Ukraine. This idea 
is actively supported by all national democratic politi- 
cal parties and associations and by public organizations. 
And the fact that the number of parishioners and par- 
ishes of our church is growing is unquestionable evi- 
dence of support among the faithful. 

[Passage omitted: Ukrainian Orthodox Church abroad] 

[Rushchak] There is an increase in the number of 
parishes of the Kyiv patriarchy in eastern parts of the 
country. Does this mean that a policy of moving east- 
wards is being conducted? 

[Filaret] We are not trying to expand to the east, west, 
north or south. The approach is different: parishioners 
are coming to the bosom of our church, and we are 
trying to supply their spiritual requirements. And it is 
unimportant in which area of the country this happens. 
There are now 29 eparchates functioning in Ukraine. 
True, until recently six of them have been without a 
senior clergyman. But recently three bishops have been 
appointed, and soon the other three vacancies will be 
filled... [ellipsis as published] 

But indeed the process of forming new parishes in 
eastern regions is proceeding more actively. To a cer- 
tain extent, this can be explained by the fact that previ- 
ously there were considerably fewer of them operating 
there than in western regions. The correlation of the 
numbers of parishes in all parts of Ukraine today is 
gradually equalizing. Whereas, for example, about five 
years ago we only had 12 in Donetsk Region, now there 
are 90. In Zaporizhzhia Region we have 89 parishes 
now, whereas not so long ago there were only 20. In 
Dnipropetrovsk Region we already have 200 parishes, 
and there used to be 30... [ellipsis as published] 

[Passage omitted: numbers of new trainee priests] 

[Rushchak] How is the relationship between priests 
of the Kyiv Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Moscow Patriarchate? 

[Filaret] Despite the current differences in the 
patriarchates’ positions, we are trying to ensure that 
relations between priests remain good. After all, this 
is really essential for the future unification of our 
churches, in which I have no doubt. 


Orthodox Ukrainians to build church in Romania 


(RISU.org.ua)—The first Ukrainian Orthodox par- 
ish in the city of Suceava, Romania opened in Septem- 
ber of 2002, and the community of Saints Peter and 
Paul is planning to build its own church. The commu- 
nity posted an announcement on the Unian website on 
March, 27. 

“The Ukrainian community in the city of Suceava is 
fairly large,” reads the announcement, “but, unfortu- 
nately, not many people now attend the religious ser- 


vices held in the Ukrainian language. The building of 
its own Ukrainian Orthodox church would wake up the 
national consciousness of Ukrainians who live in Ro- 
mania.” 

Mihai Maghiar, a graduate of the Orthodox Theo- 
logical Academy in Cluj-Napoca and holding a master’s 
from the Institute of Human Rights at Bucharest Uni- 
versity, has been named pastor of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox parish. 


Local official comments on religious situation in Transcarpathia 


(RISU.org.ua)}—During a briefing on March 25, 5. 
Yovzhyi, head of the Department of Religious Matters 
in the far western Ukrainian Transcarpathian region, 
reported that over the years of Ukraine’s independence 
the number of religious organizations in the region has 
doubled. 

Today, the Transcarpathian region is home to 1,410 
religious centers that belong to 36 various religions, 
religious groups and organizations. 

Among those there are 1,377 religious communities, 
39 monasteries, 6 missionary organizations and 9 reli- 
gious fraternities. There are also four educational in- 


stitutions that train priests and 700 Sunday schools that 
offer religious instruction. 

According to the press service of the Transcarpathian 
regional administration, the Greek Catholic and Ortho- 
dox churches are the most influential in the region. 

Over the last 10 years, 324 church buildings have 
been constructed, which helped to resolve interreligious 
conflicts in most cities and villages. 

Currently, 190 churches are being built in the region, 
143 of which are being constructed by Orthodox and 
Greek Catholic communities. 
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UCU Vice-rector says СС 
Patriarchate ‘normal development’ 


(RISU.org.ua)—‘‘The desire of Greek Catholics to 
bring the status of their church up to the patriarchal 
level is a testimony to the normal development of an 
Eastern Church,” according to Prof. Myroslav 
Marynovych, vice-rector of external affairs and direc- 
tor of the Institute of Religion and Society at the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic University. Marynovych talked about this 
and other issues in an interview with RISU given on 
March 22. 

Marynovych gave the interview to respond to some 
claims made by Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexis II, 
who commented on the UGCC in an interview for a 
weekly newspaper “The Kyiv Telegraph” on March 14. 

In his interview of March 14, Patriarch Alexis as- 
serted the canonicity of the Lviv Sobor in 1946, by 
which the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church united with 
the Russian Orthodox Church. Patriarch Alexis also 
disapproved of the planned move of the Greek Catho- 
lic administrative centre to Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, 
which, he claimed, might bring additional tension to 
the interreligious situation in Ukraine. 

According to Marynovych, the unwillingness of Pa- 
triarch Alexis II to admit that the Lviv Sobor in 1946 
was forced upon Greek Catholic hierarchs “always cre- 
ates the impression of a lost chance for mutual under- 
standing” between the UGCC and the Moscow Patri- 
archate, “Patriarch Alexis П, in fact, repeated the stand- 
point of the Moscow Patriarchate, which was expressed 
long ago, adding only some slight changes that are 
worth noticing,” said Marynovych. 

According to Marynovych, “It was probably the first 
time ever that the [Russian Orthodox] patriarch admit- 


ted what officials of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church have repeatedly stated, namely, the absence of 
clashes between the Orthodox and Uniates [Eastern- 
rite Catholics]. Not so long ago, the situation in west- 
егп Ukraine was customarily described in Moscow as 
areligious war. The acknowledgement of the real state 
of things is an important step forward. It seems, how- 
ever, that there has only been one such step. The 
patriarch’s adamant desire to justify the results of the 
Lviv pseudosobor in 1946 despite “the undoubtedly 
tragic circumstances’ under which it was convened can- 
not but draw attention. In other words, today’s patriar- 
chal Moscow cannot possibly accept even the slightest 
recognition of the pseudosobor’s forcible nature, which 
has already been admitted by non-Russian (for instance, 
Constantinople) hierarchs.” 

In addition, Marynovych expressed his sorrow over 
Patriarch Alexis II’s negative attitude towards the ра- 
triarchal status of the UGCC and the planned move of 
the Greek Catholic administrative centre to Kyiv. “This 
testifies to the inflexible ecclesiastical concepts of the 
Moscow Patriarchate. First of all, the desire of Greek 
Catholics to bring the status of their church up to the 
patriarchal level is a testimony to the normal develop- 
ment of an Eastern Church, which the UGCC is. Sec- 
ondly, the need to move the [church’s] administrative 
center to Kyiv comes not only from its ecclesiology, 
but also from the desire of church hierarchs to be present 
in the capital of the country, which is the center of so- 
cial and political life. The UGCC should not be deprived 
of something that no other church in Ukraine is deprived 
of, more so, by a hierarch from another country.” 


Greek Catholic hierarchs meet in Lviv 


(RISU.org.ua) — The 18th Session of the Synod of 
Bishops of the Kyiv and Halych Metropolitanate of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC) was held 
in Lviv from March 18-19. 

Among the participants were 12 Ukrainian hierarchs, 
the members of the synod, and Archbishop Ivan 
Martyniak, Metropolitan of Przemysl and Warsaw, 
Poland. The Kyiv and Halych Metropolitanate covers 
all the territory of Ukraine except for the 
Transcarpathian region, which has its own separate 
Greek Catholic jurisdiction. 

During the session, participants discussed various or- 
ganizational problems of the metropolitanate’s hierar- 
chical bodies and the synod, as well as a number of 
pastoral issues. They also considered possible ways for 
proper commemoration of the Year of the Family, pro- 


claimed by the head of the UGCC in early January 2003. 
They gave corresponding instructions concerning 
“The Procedure of Preparation for Marriage” and other 
church documents and religious practices. In addition, 
all priests of the metropolitanate were advised to em- 
phasize the importance of joint prayer in families. 
The commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
Soviet-imposed famine in Ukraine in 1932 and 1933, 


the publication of a pastoral letter on economic reforms |. 


in Ukraine, the commemoration of the 700th anniver- 
sary of the establishment of the Kyiv and Halych 
Metropolitanate and of the 750th anniversary of King 
Danylo of Halych’s coronation were also discussed 
during the session. 

The next session of the Metropolitanate’s Synod of the 
UGCC is planned to take place from June 12-13 in Lviv. 


New Parish Library opened in Dauphin 


By Cassie Merko 
The Ukrainian Catholic Women’s 


League of the Resurrection Parish Parish Library, located downstairs 
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Welcoming Committee for the Daffodil Tea. Left 


Kalinowich, President of the UCWLC of Dauphin. 


of Dauphin participated in the bless- 
ing and official opening of the New 


to Right: Rosalene 
Maksymetz, Convener, Msgr. М. Buyachok, Parish Pastor, and Olesia 


next to the Rev. Mitrat Oucharyk 
Auditorium, Feb. 23. 

Dedicated to the deceased mem- 
bers of the league, this Library has 
been in the planning stages for a 
couple of years now and has finally 
reached completion, though im- 
provements will continue into the 
future. 

A plaque, donated by Provincial 
Granite Works, was blessed by 
Msgr. Michael Buyachok and will 
be attached to the Library wall. It 
reads “UCWLC Memorial Library, 
in honor of our deceased members. 
Dedicated February 23, 2003”. 
UCWL President Olesia Kalinowich 
cut the ribbon to declare the library 
open. 

The Library will be staffed by 
parish volunteers at designated 
hours and the predominantly reli- 
gious content books and periodicals 
will be available to anyone on a 
sign-out basis. This is an invaluable 
asset to the community and is an 
excellent opportunity to utilize this 
accessible resource that has, until 
now, been untapped. 

March 9 League members held 
the 8th Annual Daffodil Tea in the 
festive atmosphere of the Rev. 
Mitrat Oucharyk Auditorium. With 
the Annual Raffle, Silent Auction, 
bake sale, and donations generating 
revenue, the Tea also becomes a sig- 
nificant fund-raiser for the League. 
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UGCC outlines events for 
Year of the Family 


(RISU.org.ua)—On March 21, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC) held a press conference dedicated to the Year of the Family, 
which was officially opened by Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the 
UGCC, in early January. 

Among those present at the conference were Cardinal Husar, Fr. Yurii 
Kolasa, head of the organizing committee for the commemoration of the 
Year of the Family, and Yaroslav Kashuba, head of the Department on 
Family and Youth Affairs at the Lviv regional administration. 

Fr. Kolasa acquainted participants of the meeting with the activities 
and events that will be conducted by the UGCC together with the re- 
gional Department on Family and Youth Affairs during the Year of the 
Family. Among such events, Fr. Kolasa mentioned a family pilgrimage to 
Zarvanytsia, 36 training lectures for engaged couples in preparation for 
marriage, the creation of communities of young families, retreats for mar- 
ried couples, the establishment of a crisis centre for victims of family 
violence, and a roundtable discussion on the subject “Strong Family, Strong 
Church, Strong State,” with the participation of representatives of the 
church, administrative bodies and public organizations. 

Fr. Kolasa also noted that problems of the family are really multifac- 
eted and the church will focus primarily on “the cultivation of true Chris- 
tian values.” 

Kashuba stressed that the regional administration is particularly inter- 
ested in cooperation with the church in order to solve problems of mar- 
riage and family. He paid special attention to the need of establishing a 
crisis centre for victims of violence inside the family. According to 
Kashuba, the Department on Family and Youth Affairs has long cher- 
ished this idea, but such a centre can be started only in cooperation with 
the church, because victims of abuse inside the family mostly need spiri- 
tual help. 

“Today, special attention should be paid to the family, because it is the 
primary cell of society, where the civilization of love is born,” said Cardi- 
nal Husar. “Whoever undermines the family damages the basis of soci- 
ety. We should value and understand the importance of family, for other- 
wise we will destroy ourselves and our future because of our irresponsi- 
bility.” 
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Women’s relay team a surprising | Closing volley rouses Ukraine 


second at biathlon worlds 


Ukraine took two silver medals at the World Biathlon Championships, 
which concluded March 23 in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia. 

The women’s 4x6-kilometer relay team of Oksana Khvostenko, Irina 
Merkushina, Oksana Yakovleva and Olena Petrova was a surprise second 
behind , coming in 1 minute and 23.8 seconds behind the winner and with 
three penalty loops, reported the Associated Press. 

Martina Glagow beat Olena Zubrilova in the final metres of the course 
to secure Olympic champion Germany third place. 

Glagow, who shared the gold with Sandrine Bally in pursuit, was 48.9 
seconds behind Zubrilova when she started her leg. She hit all the targets 
and narrowed the gap to 11.5 seconds with 1.3 kilometer left to the race. 

“When I was on the bridge (about 80 meters before the finish line) I saw 
her and said to myself I still can do something. then I realized that some- 
thing is wrong with her апа I can really beat her,’ Glagow said. 

She accelerated her pace and overcame Zubrilova four meters before 
the line. 

Petrova took another silver individually, when she finished 26.9 sec- 
onds behind Silvie Bacaert of France in the 7.5 kilometre sprint. 
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(UEFA)—An incredible last-minute volley denied 
Spain victory after they had come from behind in a 
magnificent 2-2 draw with UEFA EURO 2004™ гі- 
vals Ukraine in Kyiv. 

With seconds to go, Andriy Husin’s ball from the 
left bounced into the path of the onrushing Olexandr 
Horshkoy who delivered a stunning volley from 25 
metres which whistled past Iker Casillas to give the 
home side a draw which their doggedness had more 
than deserved. 

Until a frantic last ten minutes, Ukraine’s stubborn 
resilience had made a mockery of Spain’s credentials 
as potential European champions, taking an early lead 
through Andriy Voronin, only for late goals from Raul 
Gonzalez and Joseba Etxeberria to leave them agoniz- 
ingly close to defeat. 

Certainly, in the early stages of the game there looked 
to be little doubt that the visitors’ class would show 
over 90 minutes, and Ukraine were lucky not to go a 
goal behind after just two minutes as Guti’s shot from 
the edge of the area was deflected past Olexandr 
Shovkovskiy’s right-hand post by a defender. 

Spain piled on the pressure, but when the break- 
through came after eleven minutes, incredibly it was 
Ukraine who found themselves in the lead. Andriy 
Shevchenko suddenly found himself with the ball on 
the right of the Spanish penalty area and somehow 
squeezed an ball across the box which caught Spain 
completely off guard, allowing the unmarked Voronin 
to blast the ball into the net. 

Stunned as they were, the visitors continued to ap- 
ply the pressure, but as the half wore on, loose passes 
and disappointing final balls blunted their cutting edge, 
and the resilient home defense, well marshaled by the 
fearless Shovkoyskiy, held their own. 

Guti went close after 52 minutes as his shot from the 
edge of the area skidded just wide of Shovkovskiy’s 
left-hand post, but the goalkeeper earned his spurs five 
minutes later as he dived in bravely to intercept an 
Etxeberria ball destined for Raul. 

Ukraine looked increasingly spent as an attacking 
force and it was no surprise when Spain equalized af- 
ter 84 minutes, although the circumstances were cer- 
tainly cruel. Substitute Diego Tristan’s shot cannoned 
off a defender апа fell kindly into the path of Вайі who 


п рівно 


Spain’s Ruben Baraja (centre) between Ukrainians 
Andriy Husin (left) and Olexander Gorshkovy. 
REUTERS /Grigory Dukor 


lanced the ball past Shovkovskiy from six metres. 

Etxeberria then scored what might have been Spain’s 
winner three minutes later, collecting a ball from Rubén 
Baraja, taking a touch and beating Shovkoyskiy with a 
neat low shot. At that point, Ukraine looked a spent 
force, but thanks to that brilliant Horshkov goal, they 
remain a point behind Spain and two points clear of 
third-placed Armenia at the top of Group 6. 

Despite the late equalizer, Ukraine coach Leonid 
Buryak was not satisfied. He said: “I am of two minds. 
On the one hand we were close to victory, and could 
not defend our lead. On the other hand, we salvaged a 
point seconds from the final whistle. I think this is a 
fair outcome, but J am still disappointed; we were hop- 
ing for more.” 

His opposite number Inaki Sdez also saw positives 
and negatives. “We dominated throughout the game, 
he said, “but the quick goal certainly affected us. It 
allowed the Ukrainians to defend deep and counterat- 
tack. It was a nerve-wrecking game which drained en- 
ergy from all of us. But we were lucky in the end, be- 
fore the hosts got their own bit of luck. Ratil was our 
man of the match.” 


WBC official says Lewis has to fight Klitschko 


The WBC’s vice president said March 29 that cham- 
pion Lennox Lewis can fight Mike Tyson, but that has 
to be followed by a mandatory defense against Vitali 
Klitschko, reports the Associated Press. 

Ruben Martinez said Lewis had until June 30 to fight 
Tyson, a more lucrative bout than against the Ukrai- 
nian fighter. 

“We want to let him have that,” Martinez said. “But 
whoever wins that fight has to box for the title against 
Vitali Klitschko within 120 days.” 

Lewis pulled out of a proposed fight in April against 
Klitschko, ranked No. 1 by the WBC, in hopes of a 
rematch against Tyson. He knocked out the American 


in eight rounds last year. 

Klitschko’s camp sued, saying it had a firm contract, 
but has dropped the suit because of the WBC’s latest 
tuling. 

Tyson has not agreed to another fight against Lewis. 
The Klitschko camp also expressed doubt that televi- 
sion could adequately promote the fight by June 30. 

If Lewis fails to fight Klitschko, Klitschko would 
fight for the vacant title against American Hasim 
Rahman, the WBC’s No. 2 ranked challenger. 

Klitschko, 32-1 with 31 knockouts, is the older 
brother of Wladimir Klitschko, who lost the WBO title 
to South Africa’s Corrie Sanders three weeks ago. 


Ukraine takes 5 medals at Grand Prix 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine took five medals — one gold 
three silver and one bronze at the “NOYNOY” Grand 
Prix, the first World Cup event to take place on Greek 
soil, which concluded March 30 in Thessaloniki. 

Alexander Beresch won the men’s high bar event with 
a score of 9.675. Aljaz Pegan of Slovenia was second 
with 9.675, while Vlasios Maras of Greece took the 
bronze with 9.650. 


The silvers were won by Alyona Kvasha in the 
women’s vault, Alina Kozich in uneven bars and Ro- 
man Zozulya in the parallel bars. 

Zozulya also won a bronze in the men’s floor exer- 
cise and finished fifth in the still rings. 

Irina Krasnyanskaya was fourth in uneven bars, while 
Kvasha finished fourth in the women’s floor exercise. 

Kozich was fifth in the women’s vault. 


Karpenko wins gymnastics Bulgarian Cup 


(International Gymnast)—2000 Ukrainian Olympian 
Viktoria Karpenko won the all-around at the Bulgarian 
Cup, held the weekend of March 22-23 in Sofia. 

Karpenko, the all-around silver medalist at the 1999 
World Championships, moved to Sofia last summer with 
hope of representing Bulgaria. Karpenko had been sched- 
uled to make her Bulgarian debut at the recent French 
International, but is still awaiting permission to compete 
for Bulgaria from the Ukrainian Gymnastics Federation. 


Competing for Sofia’s famous Levski club, Karpenko 
showed relatively simple tumbling on floor exercise 
and a handspring piked front vault, but full difficulty 
on the uneven bars. Karpenko competed on uneven bars 
only in the event finals, but fell. 

Following Karpenko in the all-around were Diana 
Petrova (CSKA) and Gergana Ivanova (Leyski). 
Ivanova won vault, uneven bars, and floor exercise, 
and Petrova won balance beam. 


Grushina and Goncharov 5th in Ice Dance 


(UkrNews)—Elena Grushina and Ruslan Goncharov 
of Ukraine finished fifth in the Ice Dance Competition 
at the World Figure Skating Championships held in 
Washington, D.C., March 24-29. 

Teammates Julia Golovina and Oleg Voiko finished 
Hae 

The event was won by Shae-Lynn Bourne and Vic- 
tor Kraatz of Canada. Irina Lobacheva and Ilia 
Averbukh of Russia were second and Albena Denkova 
and Maxim Staviyski of Bulgaria, third. 


Elena Liashenko finished seventh in the Women’s 
Singles, which were won by Michelle Kwan of the 
United States, with Elena Sokolova of Russia, second 
and Fumie Suguri of Japan, third. 

Another Ukrainian, Galina Maniachenko, finished 
16". 

Tatiana Volosozhar and Petro Kharchenko finished 
17" in the Pairs competition while Konstantin Тирікоу 
failed to advance to the finals of the Men’s Singles af- 
ter finishing 30? in the Short program. 
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Former Deputy PM 
arrested in grain probe 


(RFE/RL)—A court in Kyiv on March 27 formally 
sanctioned the arrest of former Prime Minister Leonid 
Kozachenko, who was detained on March 24 on charges 
of abuse of office and tax evasion, Ukrainian news agen- 
cies reported. 

Kozachenko was the deputy premier responsible for 
agricultural reforms in Anatoliy Kinakh’s cabinet from 
June-November 2002. 

His arrest is connected with a probe ordered by Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma, who has expressed concern over 
a shortage of grain in Ukraine and a rise in bread prices. 

Kozachenko told the court that during his cabinet 
tenure Ukraine exported 5 million tons of grain, not 12 
million tons as stated in the charges against him. 

Lawmaker Ivan Tomych (Our Ukraine), head of the 
parliamentary Commission for Agrarian Policy and 
Land Relations, said he does not rule out that the case 
against Kozachenko is politically motivated, UNIAN 
reported. 

Tomych added that the probe could negatively af- 
fect the development of the agricultural sector, includ- 
ing this year’s grain harvest in Ukraine. 

Citing traders and analysts, Reuters reported that lo- 


cal grain deals virtually halted after the investigation 
of Kozachenko was launched. 

Meanwhile, the Verkhovna Rada on April 2 requested 
that the prosecutor-general inform lawmakers concern- 
ing the recent arrest of Kozachenko, UNIAN reported. 

Three agrarian groups — the Ukrainian Agrarian 
Confederation, the Association of Farmers and Private 
Landowners, and the Ukrainian Grain Association — 
have asked parliament to look into the case against 
Kozachenko and hold a debate on the situation on the 
Ukrainian grain market. 

According to the appeal, the abuse-of-office and tax- 
evasion charges against Kozachenko were brought by 
incompetent people who, the document adds, might 
have been inspired either by “politicians who are ready 
to surrender state interests for pursuing their strictly 
personal interests,” or by “foreign-influenced centres 
that are not interested in Ukraine’s being a flourishing 
grain producer.” 


Ukraine inches closer to WTO membership 


(Transitions Online)}—Ukraine is one step closer to 
membership in the World Trade Organization after sign- 
ing a protocol with the European Union on mutual ac- 
cess to markets, March 17. The agreement was signed 
in Brussels during an official visit by Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych to Belgium and Switzer- 
land. 

Experts and politicians consider the access package 
to be the first stage of Ukraine’s final application to 
join the WTO. Membership in turn represents a pre- 
liminary step toward Ukraine’s integration into Euro- 
pean and other Western trade and economic structures, 
including — potentially — the European Union. 

Ukrainian officials also said that during 
Yanukovych’s visit to Brussels, the prime minister re- 
ceived word from Romano Prodi, the president of the 
European Commission, that Prodi had not ruled out the 
possibility of Ukraine’s joining the EU in the Jong term, 
Interfax-Ukraine reported on March 18. 

But Kyiv must now concentrate on completing the 
legislative and economic reforms demanded by the 
WTO for membership, a process that may take more 
than a year. 

Despite the extensive reforms necessary, Yanukovych 
has said — referring to conversations with WTO offi- 
cials — that Ukraine intends to seek full membership 
in 2004. 

EU Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy called Kyiv’s 
WTO accession process “a clear sign that another coun- 
try has chosen the path of trade and development to 
satisfy the demands of its citizens” in a report that ap- 
peared on the European Union’s website. 

“With today’s move, Ukraine is a step closer to be- 
coming a member of the WTO,” he added. 

Ukraine has been in talks with the WTO since ap- 
plying for accession in 1994. The process up to this 
point has involved primarily bilateral agreements be- 


SBU reports on 
stopping arms trade 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s Security Service, 
the SBU, has uncovered 36 cases of illegal operations 
in military-technical cooperation in 2002, the agency 
reported on March 25. 

In particular, the SBU prevented illegal supplies of 
arms and military equipment by a number of firms to 
some countries. 

The Service also uncovered 22 attempts by foreign 
firms and their representatives to sell arms and equip- 
ment contrary to Ukraine’s international obligations. 

In one case, the director of the Zhytomyr Research 
Institute of radio systems was sentenced to three years 
of imprisonment for an attempt to illegally export mili- 
tary technologies. 

As well, a foreigner who tried to smuggle missile 
control system parts via Ukraine to Iran was arrested 
and expelled from the country. 

The SBU also uncovered and stopped the illegal ac- 
tivity of representatives of a foreign firm who enlisted 
mercenaries to be sent to Ethiopia. 


tween Ukraine and interested individual WTO mem- 
bers and a working group for multilateral talks based 
in Geneva. So far, Ukraine has completed bilateral ne- 
gotiations with 10 WTO members and has discussed 
ways to reform the country’s legislation and implement 
WTO obligations. 

In addition to completing domestic reforms, Kyiv is 
obliged to complete additional bilateral agreements with 
any WTO members that request such talks and to make 
final preparations for a “Working Party Report” that 
will detail Ukraine’s commitments to WTO rules. Once 
the accession package is complete, the WTO General 
Council will be asked to accept the agreement and ratify 
Ukraine’s membership. 

Although WTO membership has been embraced by 
large swathes of the government, ordinary Ukrainians 
seem less aware of the process. That lack of awareness 
could be detrimental to completing the necessary steps 
to finish the country’s accession package, according to 
some Ukrainian officials. 

A March 19 Ukrainian parliamentary session was 
devoted to WTO accession preparation, with the head 
of the Ukrainian parliament, Volodymyr Lytvyn, stress- 
ing the importance of WTO entry. Lytvyn told the par- 
liament that WTO membership would improve 
Ukraine’s access to world markets, was likely to in- 
crease foreign direct investment, and would protect na- 
tional producers from anti-dumping investigations. 

Lytvyn did acknowledge that Ukrainian producers 
would lose some protectionist shields as a result of ac- 
cession. 

Potential losses for Ukrainian producers caused some 
parliamentarians to question the unstinting drive toward 
WTO membership. Former Prime Minister Anatoliy 
Kinakh said during the debate that Ukraine must “pay 
attention to all the important questions, especially in 
the sphere of sea transport and agriculture,” before 
agreeing to WTO membership. 

Other obstacles on the way to the WTO include a 
weak privatization process, the slow pace of tax and 
banking reforms, and the country’s political struggle 
on the eve of the 2004 presidential elections. 

Kyiv did clear another hurdle when the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Ukraine, Carlos Pascual, announced that Wash- 
ington would be likely to support Ukraine’s entry into 
the WTO. The comments came after Ukraine’s parlia- 
ment approved sending a chemical, bacteriological, and 
radiation decontamination battalion to Kuwait as part 
of the U.S. campaign in Iraq. 

Pascual called the decision “a vital contribution to 
the region’s security ... [and] a positive development 
in U.S.-Ukraine relations,” the Associated Press re- 
ported on March 20. 

“Tt will have a positive impact on Ukraine’s entry in 
the WTO and will foster the development of small busi- 
ness in Ukraine,” he said in a report on Ukraine’s Inter 
TV channel that was quoted on the Ukrainian public 
radio website. 

Pascual’s remarks represent the first signs of thaw in 
arelationship battered by U.S. accusations that Ukraine 
sold radar systems to Iraq while Baghdad was under 
UN sanctions. 
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EU wants to boost 
relations with Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—The EU pledged on March 18 to step up its economic and 
trade relations with Ukraine, but again said membership is not on offer for 
Kyiv, AP reported. 

Ukrainian Premier Viktor Yanukovych said after meeting with senior 
EU officials and foreign ministers on March 18 that Ukraine needs “a 
stronger message” from Brussels regarding future relations. 

Instead, EU officials elaborated on its “Wider Europe” strategy, which 
envisages stronger economic and political relations with countries that 
stand little chance of joining the union, such as Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine, 
and South Caucasus countries. 

The EU on March 17 signed a market-access agreement with Ukraine 
on farm products and on trade in services, bringing the country a step 
closer to membership of the World Trade Organization. 


Canada retains ban on grain imports 


(Eastern Economist)—The Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s suspen- 
sion of import permits for Ukrainian milling wheat remains in place pend- 
ing the implementation of safeguards from Ukraine to ensure future ship- 
ments do not contain diseases not found in Canada, an official with the 
CFIA said, according to a story by Resource News International, March 
22. CFIA national manager for grains and field crops Marc Faille said 
numerous discussions had been held between Canadian officials and rep- 
resentatives from Ukraine, but a resolution to the situation had not yet 
been presented satisfied all сопсегпей parties. 


Australia fears Ukrainian grain exports 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine will continue to emerge as a significant 
threat to other major suppliers to the global barley market, Australian 
exporter ABB Grain Ltd. said March 19. For many years, the country’s 
ability to export through its Black Sea ports was limited by poor transport 
infrastructure, which had not kept up with growth in its grain production, 
Trevor Day, the company’s chairman said in a statement reported by Dow 
Jones news service. Ukraine has six ports on the Black Sea that handle 
about 90% of its grain exports, he said, noting inadequate facilities would 
soon be overcome allowing total grain exports to exceed 10 million tons a 
year. 


U.S. commission OKs fertilizer imports 


(Eastern Economist)—The US International Trade Commission has voted 
against imposing antidumping duties on imports of certain chemicals from 
Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia according to The Washington File of the U.S. 
Department of State, International Information Programs on March 24.In 
a March 24 final ruling, the USITC said imports of urea ammonium nitrate 
solutions — chemicals used as fertilizer in agriculture — from those coun- 
tries did not hurt domestic manufacturers. As a result of the negative deter- 
mination, the duties collected so far by the US Customs Service will be 
returned to importers the Ukraine Market Reform Group said according to 
the USITC ruling. Between January and September 2002, the imports from 
the above countries subject to the investigation amounted to US$28,191,000. 
US farmers have balked at buying expensive US fertilizers. 


Kyiv to lift ban on U.S.poultry 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzaine has lifted a ban on U.S. poultry imports just three 
months after it came into effect, Interfax reported on April 1, quoting State 
Veterinary-Medicine Department chief Petro Verbytskyy. The import ban 
entered into force on Jan. 1. Under an agreement reached in Washington, 
U.S. exporters must provide new certificates attesting that the poultry was 
treated with neither growth stimulants nor agents to ward off infection. 
According to ITAR-TASS, the poultry ban proved an obstacle to a U.S.- 
Ukrainian protocol on mutual access to commodities and services mar- 
kets, which, in its turn, is a prerequisite for Ukraine’s entry admission to 
the World Trade Organization. 


Ukraine, Russia ready oil agreement 


(Eastern Economist)—Deputy Premier Vitaliy Haiduk on March 31 said 
Ukraine and Russia may sign a long-term agreement on oil transit in April. 
At talks in Moscow within the framework of the Ukraine-Russia com- 
mission on cooperation, Russia has pledged to approve fast-track approval 
of a draft agreement with Ukraine by late March, he said.Haiduk said the 
agreement could be signed either April 8 during the meeting of rep- 
resentatives of Ukraine, Russia and Germany to create an international 
consortium to run Ukraine’s gas pipelines or April 15 when the consortium 
council is scheduled to sit. 


We extend greetings on the Easter Day to the all 
Ukrainian community especially for our readers! 
CHRIST HAS RISEN! 


Staff & Administration 
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Kuchma urges pipeline extension 
(RFE/ERL)—President Leonid Kuchma said the Odesa-Brody oil pipe- 
line should be extended as soon as possible to the Polish port of Gdansk, 
UNIAN reported March 26. He added that Poland, which has expressed 
interest in constructing this pipeline, has not been making any specific 
steps to this end. 


Iran wants to cooperate on aircraft 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukzaine and Iran are considering the possibility of 
cooperating on jointly manufacturing aircraft in addition to the AN-140, 
said Iranian Ambassador to Ukraine Akhmad Sadeg-Bonab, April 1. “We 
have received proposals from the Ukrainian side, and now they are being 
considered,” he said. Answering a question, the Ambassador said that the 
third series AN-140 would be produced in two months at the HESA air- 
craft plant in Isfahan city. 


Ukraine presents “most promising” weapons 
(RFE/RL)—Ukzaine has put on view a wide selection of its “most prom- 
ising” contemporary weapons and military equipment at the 6th Interna- 
tional Defense Exhibition that opened in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emir- 
ates, on March 16, Interfax reported. An estimated 40 Ukrainian compa- 
nies from the defense industry are presenting armored vehicles, missiles, 
radars, aircraft engineering, and shipbuilding products. Ukraine’s exhib- 
its include the Kolchuga radar system, produced by the Topaz factory in 
Donetsk, and the Nozh tank-defense system, among others. 


France interested in consortium 

(RFE/RL)—French Ambassador to Ukraine Philippe de Suremain told 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych on March 11 that France is ready to 
take part in a planned international gas-transport consortium that is now 
being considered by Ukraine, Russia, and Germany, Ukrainian media re- 
ported. The ambassador said France’s interest in the project is explained 
by the fact that gas supplies to EU member countries, including France, 
depend to a large degree on Ukrainian pipelines. He added that France’s 
largest gas company, Gaz de France, might take part in the consortium. 


Foreign trade surplus jumps over 30% 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine posted a foreign trade surplus of US$3.8 
billion, up 31% on 2001, the State Statistics Committee reported March 
25. Foreign trade totaled $40.2 billion, up 9.4%, while exports rose 11.1% 
to $22billion and imports 7.4% to $18.2 billion. 


Moody’s confirms B2 rating for Kyiv 

(Eastern Economist)—Moody’s Investors Service has confirmed a B2 long- 
term foreign and domestic currency issuer ratings, with a stable outlook 
for Kyiv. Moody’s reported the ratings reflect the administration’s limited 
flexibility and the predictability of revenues and the city’s significant in- 
frastructure needs. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські Вісті, April 2 - 15, 2003, 2 -15 квітня, 2003 


Artist's rendition of St. Michael’s Grove Manor. 


St. Michael’s Grove Manor to open in August 


(St. Michael’s HealthCare Services)—St. Michael’s 
HealthCare Services on March 21 announced the ap- 
proval of a 71-suite Supportive Housing complex to 
be constructed in Spruce Grove — St. Michael’s Grove 
Manor. The complex will be located at the corner of 
King Street and Grove Drive. Residents will choose 
between three types of suites: studio, one-bedroom and 
two-bedroom. 

The building will be manufactured by Winalta Inc. 
in May, 2003, while completion of the project is ex- 
pected in August, 2003. The first residents are expected 
to move in during August and September. 

“Tt is evidenced by the tremendous results from our 
pre-rental activities that St. Michael’s Grove Manor is 
greatly needed in this community. We have completely 
pre-rented all the suites”, stated Wendy Solano, Direc- 
tor, Business Development for St. Michael’s Health 
Group. 

“Hon. Stan Woloshyn, Minister of Alberta Seniors, 
is extremely pleased that we have chosen Spruce Grove 
to build our next facility”, explained Bohdan I. 
Shulakewych, President and CEO of St. Michael’s 
Health Group in a statement released by St. Michael’s 
Group. “As the provincial government moves its focus 
for seniors housing and care from the public to the vol- 
unteer sector, we have moved to the forefront to de- 
velop a concept of senior living which includes not only 
affordable accommodation, but also quality supportive 
services by professionally trained, multidisciplined staff. 

St. Michael’s Grove Manor will be home to seniors, 
couples and adults who are able to live independently, 
but if needed, assistance will be available. Residents 
will have the security of knowing that 24-hour on-call 


assistance and emergency response will be available. 
The fully wheelchair accessible building will feature a 
monitored electronic security system, non-slip floor- 
ing, low pile carpeting, small cozy dining rooms, hair- 
dressing salon, and beautifully landscaped, secured 
courtyards. St. Michael’s encourages residents to be 
proactive about their heath and to participate in recre- 
ation and social activities. 

The suites will incorporate a full kitchenette with re- 
frigerator and stove, shower and large bathroom. The 
entire facility is designed for affordable living, with 
one full home-style meal per day and weekly house- 
keeping. Additional meals and services will also be 
available. St. Michael’s will select and train its em- 
ployees from Spruce Grove and the surrounding com- 
munities. 

The St. Michael’s Health Group, a voluntary, non- 
profit society in Edmonton, operates several facilities 
and services in Alberta, i.e., the 145 bed Long Term 
Care Centre and seven bed Sub Acute Hospital since 
1983; in addition, the organization built a 75 suite Mil- 
lennium Pavilion Seniors’ Lodge in 1990. In 2002 the 
St. Michael’s Manor — a 55 suite Supportive Housing 
complex in Vegreville was started, and as of February, 
2003 the organization took over operation of a 44 suite 
Assisted Living/Supportive Housing facility, also in 
Vegreville. The new project in Spruce Grove, Alberta 
is another venture to diversity the operations and pro- 
vide housing for the seniors’ market. 

The organization expanded its operations to the com- 
munity, 1.е., physiotherapy, family medicine, pharma- 
ceutical services, x-ray, food production, catering, adult 
day support and home care. 
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Experience the Culture and Beauty 
of This Historic Land 
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1-800-518-5558 


НІ Social Services 
i] 1-780-471-4477 
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Jewel of Ukraine May 22 - June 06, 2003 
Kozak Adventure June 30 - July 15, 2003 
Discover Ukraine Aug. 04 - Aug. 19, 2003 
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1-403-277-1105 


1-403-510-1555 


THAILAND PACKAGE 
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from $999 .00 up (per person, twin sharing, plus tax) 
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Ukrainian Voice 
1-204-589-5871 Yaroslava Tatarniuk 
Svitoch 1-604-263-9630 
1-204-582-5939 

Uniglobe Regent Travel Ltd. 
1-204-694-2200 


SASKATCHEWAN 
Saskatoon 

Bazaar Кигта'з Ltd. 
1-306-244-7373 


Cascade Travel 
1-604-430-5454 


Penticton 
Steve Warchola 
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“CURRENCY TRANSFER 


2 We Transfer & Deliver US & 
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Door to Door Delivery 
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free catalogs. To receive one 
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